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JOSE ENRIQUE RODO 

Prefatory Essay 

ONE day last year, some three years 
after his death at Palermo alone and 
in distress, a Uruguayan ship of war 
brought home, to his native city of Monte- 
video, Rodo's body — to be buried beneath 
the great monument his nation is now to 
dedicate to him. The day was made a na- 
tional holiday, and all Latin America, in 
sympathy, took part. 

Although perhaps the greatest of mo^- 
ern American idealists, and the London 
Timesy the Boston Transcript^ the New 
York Prensay devoted pages to his memory, 
he is still litde known in North America. 
/^Ariel,** perhaps his^ greatest work, has 
much to say of us^it is charged with a 
spirit that in these po5t-war days we have 
largely lost; it briggs-t hc best th ou ght o f 
that older, Latin, Roman culture of Amgr- 
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i ca of the South to the new er, Saxon civili- 
zatio n of the^No rth ; it has been therefore 
j a grateful task for a representative of the 

\ latter to essay its translation, with a hope j 

of saving something of the beauty of the 
; * original. For ** Ariel *' is a thing oi beauty j \ 

\ first of all ; its learning, if not its teaching, 

' "^''S!}^ ^ gleaned from other books. \ 

' , South America believes, with many of i 
us, that in the ideals of America rest the * 
hope of the world. And in this all-Amer- ' 
ican mission, bouth America has its share, il 
\ The Saxon gift to the world's civilization \ 

] ^ was liberty ; the Roman, was law ; the one i 

\ ] excels in applied science, the other in the * 

ArCjaf^ tnfe ; and bot h - , in Am eii ca, are / 
dri^nminj^f a world ^rh^rff th^rff_i£jr^ ij 

iitSouth Ainerica^_iii-4in_ag?^ 
brute conflict, a time of chemistry and of 
machines, when the flood of materialism ^' 
seemed about to overcome the finer work i 
of civilization, has, by its very remoteness, ^ 
its very backwardness, been held aloof. I 
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JOSlS ENRIQUE R0D6 vii 

Although with a passionate interest greater^? 
then than ours, it viewed the war for the / 
most part as Jhdistant planet a burning sun. 
And before that cataclysm, to which the 
world's machine-made industrialism in- 
deed had largely led, its countries, mainly 
agricultural, were spared that flood of en- 
ergy for the multiplication of the cheaper 
things of life, not food for body or the soul, 
that slavery to machines in the much- 
vaunted ** efficiency,*' and ** division of 
labor, ' ' that exploitation of man and woman 
in the operative, which have so much con- 
fused our Northern judgment of the higher 
things in life, and, worse than that, has 
bred class-conflict, distrust of all govern- 
ment, and passionate enmity between those • 
who should be working together in gener- 
ous production and fair distribution of even 
the material things of earth. — - 

John Stuart Mill had a horrible phrase : 
^^ UtilitieSjJixed and embodied in material 
objects'"'* I and it has lately seemed, in that , 
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viii JOSfi ENRIQUE ROPQ 

world of chemistry and machinery which 
our modern life has evohed, as if only 
those utilities which could be fixed and 
embodied in material objects and multiplied 
in great quantities for universal demand 
were deemed of any value. Newspapers, in- 
stead of books, ** process'' work for pic- \ 
tures, ** movies'' for plays, casts for 
sculpture, moulds of concrete for architec- 
ture, and, worst of all, canned food or l| 
cold-storage for fresh vegetables, meat, or '^ 
fish, and ready-bought^/* delicatessen" 
replacing the art of cooking; commercial 
textbooks and sta te-sch edules for the indi- 
vidual teacher; trusts for the private ini- 
tiativ e ;(^and everywhere, m achingry_£or I'i 
handicraft, app lied science " for the arts^ % 
an4 crowd-imitation or the mob-spiritforj 
the free mindy But Ruskin followed Mill ;|| 
and he asked^humanity to consider what I 
** val ue " r eally means. It is not rnaterial,^ 
still less mechanical, but the ///^-^'i;fn^|| 
quality of a tiling: valor— valere — thavif 
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JOSE ENRIQUE ROPQ ix 

which is sane, and well, and makes for the 
life of man ; and that means, in last analy- 
sis, the life o f his soul. M oving men, 
or their merchandise, or even their mes- 
sages, at lightning speed from place to 
place, does not better humanity nor much 
improve man's civilization ; nor does the 
multiplication of brute . objects without 
beauty or value in themselves. (j^^g:niay %^ ^^^^^^ 
hftd^pnefl ag^thatjvhjch^ to 1^±[^P"^^ 

lifejind elevationjiojhesoul. Beauty does ^.^ 
this; and purity or"diought; and high 
knowledge, both of past and present; and 
these are works of art and of teaching, 
not of science. And virtue, which is the 
word value as applied to the^spirit, is bom 
of thought andjbredj^ And the 

great thoughts of men are saved for other 
men mai nly by boo ks. T hus we find thaf 

If jA,<^y4:-j^iH lltPrafiire yvy^rh nrp true Value 

to4he-so«l, as right acting and true think- 
ing make the character of man. Science 
should bfi the^-handmaiden. of life, the 
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hewer of wood and the drawer of water; 
e Caliban^ in short. T^n^^ ^e. sonl^ nf 
rnen will stai 've as the i deals of men will 
faJL when they for 2 ;et their ArieL 

We live in a time when Caliban seems 
to have the upper hand. The desires of 

^Caliban, the judgments of Caliban, the 
hunger and thirst of Caliban, seem now 
to fill the world. And some of us are los- 
ing heart. We feel as if there were no 
master Prospero, no mage to bind and 
scourge Caliban back to his lair, to plague 
him with the pfuns of his own shortcom- 
ing, to punish his coarse body with cramps 
and pains, the retribution, the Nemesis 
that came in Shakespeare's Tempest to 
subdue even Caliban once more to his spirit 
master. The voices that see this and pro- 
test aloud are few. There were almost 
none in Germany. The world of material- 
ism was all diat her misguided people saw. 
Sometimes there did not seem to be many 

t in our own country, where the numbing 
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JOS£ ENRIQUE RODO xi 

stream of sudden wealth had lured man's 
coarser nature to self-indulgence, and a 
luxurj'- to which it was unused had stunted 
— let us hope, but for the moment — the 
growth of his soul. 

Yet Jivj ng is an art, and not a sc ience. ^, , 
** Conduct is three-fourths of life'^T'^aM ^' 
conduct in itself is ^n art; the art of right 
living. An^f^^valup^thiit is, what makes 
for the real welfare of humanity -^depends 
upon the^TwlesomeM^iugs alone^ beginning 
with healthy food ; for man's first art was 
the art of cooking; and ending in the art of 
makmg a beautiful house, a happy home, 
right teaching and right thinking for the 
children; and the enlargement of man's 
nature in the higher freedom of the soul. 

It seems to be a time when the multi- 
tude is contemptuous of all this. Hod- 
carriers are paid more than teachers ; while 
as for thinkers, artists, 'poets, the world 
now seems to have no use for them. For 
five years it has devoted itself to the manu- 
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xii JOSE ENRIQUE ROPQ 

facture of mechanisms to destroy humai 
life ; only a tithe of its effort has been de 
voted even to the raising of food, to th 
things that have value, that have the powe 
of giving life, life of the body or life of th 
spirit. And yet men are puzzled! The; 
complain of the high cost of living, whei 
for a lustrum men have not thought o 
living but of killing ; they marvel that thos 
things of real value, which the world ha 
neglecte^o plant or rear, have grown » 
scarce .\And in North America we do no 
yet seem to have profited by this lesson 
•Xal iban has there-no-^word for Arid^ an( 
all that Ariel represents. JThey call hin 
scornfully the **highbrow '* ; that is to say 
th6 man who has behind his forehead sigh 
and thought for things that lie above an< 
beyond immediate sensuous enjoyment 
Sadly significant is the use of this scorn 
ful piece of slang — "highbrow'* — fo 
all that stands above what swine may tram 
pie with their feet.S 
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there have been voices, and voices 
Ruskin, who have spoken in protest 
this. In Italy, Ferrero ; in Uruguay > 
; Amado Nervo in Mexico ; the poets 
ombia, and poets and publicists in 
itina. Why is it that so many of 
come from South America, and all 
have mentioned are of Latin stock? 
ith Americans have sometimes 
ht themselves unfortunate that they 
50 Jar^remov^from the great mate- 
Dvements of thT3ay illiaftlieysprlhg 
an ancient J Latin race, not of lusty 
em blood, and that for three cen- 
since they have kept mainly to them- 
by preserving the Spanish traditions 
nners and of life. They have valged. 
lal dignity as they have valued 
isy ; personal liberty as much as State 
; less interested in machinery than 
5 art of life; they have placed "/a 
e vivre^^ above the making whole- 
f ** utilities fixed and embodied in 
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xiv JOS£ ENRIQLTE ROPQ 

material objects." And possibly so 
them have re pined that t hey were 
countries, not^strong materially, no 
tling with navies or great armies, 
have not seen — nor does the world ; 
— what a r are role they have to j la 
all the quarters of the world, this 
has been^ ble-toJceep. tranquilly-bi 
t]ig_torrh of civilization. Here thei 
had no dream of conquest, and no 
necessity of protecti ng themselves 
At^rlTas been remotq ^ even in those 
American coundies which engaged 
and before the war the very fact thj 
were not countries of great material 
perity other than that healthy well 
which comes direct from the soil; thj 
were j}nt dazzled by all thfi tp.mj^tgtj 
e3c ploiting the mass es, in^hjv^.ind 
— enabl gi them taJkeepJCaliban . 
^ place. It is not a trivial thing that 
\ countries of the world the Latin- Am 
( ones are those where poets are mo; 
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JOS£ ENRIQUE RODO xv 

merous and all that poetry stands for is most 
prized. It is not without significance Aat 
South America alone is almost free, so far ^ -^ 
as Americans are concerned, from the **I / 
Won't Worker'* who would spoliate the /' - • " 
labor of others and do without all but the 
grosser things of this worid — and from * 
the legislative meddler and from the Bol« 
shevik. For the same reason, Intonational 
Law, which is the shiekl of weak coun- 
tries against the strong, has its natural 
home in South America ; and many of its 
leading scholars live there. For if libe iy^'^ 
be t he great gift tothe world of the Saxon V 
,ciWlizat[on$, law is the lesson of the^Latin. j 
And bound together and protected by bonds 
of fraternity which shall forever guard 
them against foreign aggression, they have 
been able to keep this lam p burn ing un- 
dimmed. The s^ittt-tsTCerva^^is still 
with them, as nrthal -rrCfTaerlul chapter 
wherein he talks on war. Long may it be 
before it is forgotten! The object of war"^ ^ 
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of the United States in Ariel? Much, by 
very mijch. Indeed for several years be- 
fore tne war there had been noticeable a 
marked change in the feelings of in- 
telligent South Americans toward their j 
big brother, the erstwhile feared** Colos- 
sus of the North." Although Manuel 
Ugarte in South America, with Zimmer- 
mann of the Berlin Foreign Office, tried 
vainly to keep it alive in the interests of 
Germany during the war, this distrust of 
us had been rapidly disappearing. That 
veryspirit of ide ality which ,BodQ int!!ft 
hnoiTfincl A 5;o Inrg eJyJa^ Jug had sh o\vn 

itself pow erful e nough to lea d us, with 
motives atTeast Smediat dy unselfish, into 
the g reatest war of history * For years be- 
fore, ever since the Spanish War, in fact 
(which in its inception they had bitterly 
disapproved), our course, as shown in 
Cuba, in the Philippines, and, despite all 
our provocation, as to Mexico; in Pres- 
ident Wilson's Mobile speech ; in the treaty 
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xviii JOSfi ENRIQUE ROPQ ' 

making amends to Colombia ; and fiittlly 
in the reasons given in his address to Con- 
gress on declaring war — had met with 
South American approval. They feared us 
no longer. And when they read our reasons 
then given for our entran ce^ into' the wa r. 
what had been fear became enthusiasm. 
lijiAcge^tmS, where up 16' ilim iliurBng- 
lish and German influences, equally strong, 
had about divided public sentiment, it be- 
came, from fifty-fifty **pro-aliado" quite 
ninet)^ per cenL^^ro-A meric ano. ^ ^ Axgen- 
tina rej jjsed to issue a rirrrfr nf neiitmlity 
as between the United States andGermany , 
although one hud bccu issued, in 1914, as 
between Germany and the other powers ; 
and a great mass meeting was held in the 
largest theater in Buenos Aires to encour- 
age the Government to extend open hos- 
pitality to Caperton's fleet during the war, 
at which our action was compared to the 
great heroic epic of South America when, 
a hundred years before, their great liber- 
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ator, San Martin, had led an Argenrinc 
army across the aknost unknown Andes 
to free Chile and Peru, and then, with the 
help of Bolivar, all Spanish South Amer- 
ica from the yoke of Spain. San Martin's 
rifles had been sent him in a Boston ship : 
and the ladies of Mendoza had sold their 
jewels to buy the metals of which to cast 
his cannon. And in the city of Mendoza 
there is to-day, on a foothill of the Andes, 
perhaps the greatest of modern monu- 
ments, to commemorate this event 

"You have,*' said one orator of the 
occasion, referringfirst to their" Cabildo,*' 
in Buenos Aires, their "cradle of liberty,'* 
and then to their Independence Hall, the 
old house in the city of TucumSn where 
their independence was formally declared, 
"a third great and solemn monument. It 
stands on the Hill of Glory, and looks 
Westward to the peaks of the Andes. It 
bears thousands of figures in bronze and 
others sculptured from the living rock; 
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XX JOSfi ENRIQUE R0D6 

and they commemorate the devotion and 
the abnegation of the Argentine people 
and the valour of their march across the 
Andes under San Martin's leadership. 
And now we judge your entrance into the 
great war for the freedom of Europe's peo- 
ples as that great epopee of San Martin 
guiding us Argentines across the s nows 

Ot tne Ali f^<^ tr^ V\hf^r^ff- th#> pftn pl p.5; of 

America. North America is crossing^ th e 
Atfan tic now, as South America c rossed 
the Andes then.'* 

- — So die Argentine people ; and fhe Ar- 
gentine Government answered our note 
declaring the war on Germany with a note 
expressing sympathy with our reasons 
given and recognizing the justice of our 
cause. 

And Uruguay? 

Rodo did not live to see it ; but when I 
our fleet came do^v^, during the war, and I 
there was question whether it should be 
permanendy received or coldly restricted 
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JOS£ ENRIQUE RODO xxi 

to its twenty-four hours' stay permitted a 
belligerent by international law in a neu- 
tral country, Uruguay, in a published 
decree, refused to be neutral in a war 
where America was fighting for liberty 
and right. An original copy of this decree, 
signed by the Uruguayan President and 
Cabinet, was presented by him to the 
translator. This is its translation : 

Montevideo, 18 of June of 191/ 
Considering' that in divers communications the 
Government of Uruguay has proclaimed the 
principle of American solidarity as controlling 
its international politics, meaning thereby that 
any aggression on the rights of one American 
country should be considered such by all and 
provoke in all a uniform and common reaction; 
and that, in the hope that an accord to that eifect 

ica 
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ase 
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Considering- that, even while such accord has 
not been realized, Uruguay cannot, without go- 
ing against her sentiments and her convictions, 
treat like belligerents those American countries 
which in defence of their rights now find them- 
selves engaged in an intercontinental war; 

Considering that this judgment meets with the 
approval of the Honourable Senate; 

The President of the Repubuc 

in Council General of Ministers 
Resolves: 

First, To declare that no American country 
which in defence of its rights finds itself in a state 
df war with nations of other continents shall be 
treated as a belligerent. 

Second. To decree that no dispositions shall 
be made contrary to this resolution. 

Third. Be this commuiauited and published, 
etc 

Such was the opinion of Rod6*s coun- 
try in 1917. It is hardly likely that that 
of Rod6 would have been otherwise. 

F. J. S. 

BuEKOS Aires, Aprily 1921 
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ON that evening the venerable old 



master whom we used to call Pros* 
perp, after the wise sage of Shakespeare's 
** Tempest," was bidding good-bye to his 
I young scholars, met about him for the ^^ .,^: 
last time after a long year of task work. V^J ^ ' » 

They had come to the lofty hall of 
study, where a taste at once refined and 
austere sought to do honour to the noble 
presence of books, Prosperous faithful com- 
panions. But the leading noteof the hall — 
like a divinity, serene in its nimbus — was . 

a finely wrought bronze, representing^Arid 
m**The Tempest.'' 

It was the manner of the Master to sit 
close by. this bronze statue ; and that was 
why he was called^ by the name of the 
magician who_ jn„the play is loved and 
served by the spirit of fancy that the sculp- 
tor had sought to embody.' 
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. But 'perhaps , as well in the manner of 
his teaching, or in his character, there 
were a reason for the nickname, in pro- 
founder sense. Ariel, gjeniua of^thg^Air, ^ 
represents,' i n the symbolism of Shake- ?.,. 
speare, the^db^jgart — the spirit ,3vith 
wmffs. . . Oor Arielembodies the mas- 



tery of reason and of sentiment over the 
baser impulses of unreason. He is the gen- 
erous zeal, the lofty and disinterested mo- 
tive in action, t he spirituality of civi liza- 
tion, an d the vivacity and grace of the 
mtelligence^ — the ideal end to which 
TuTmaiT selection aspires ; that superman 
in whom has disappeared, under the per- 
sistent chisel of life, the last stubborn trace 
/ of the Calibariy symbol pf sensuality and 
\ stupidity. 
J^ The little statue, a real work of art, 
reproduced the Spirit of the Air at the 
moment where, freeci by the magic of 
Prospero, he is about to soar into the sky, 
there to vanish in a lightning flash. 
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With spread-out wings, in a loose and 
floating garment which the caress of the 
light upon the bronze damascened into gold, 
his broad forehead lifted up, his lips just 
opening with a tranquil smile, all of Ariel's 
attitude most admirably showed that gjra- 
cious moment just preceding flight; and, 
M'ith happy inspiration, the same art which « 
had given the image its sculptured limbs 
had succeeded in preserving in his face 
that look of the seraph and the lightness of ^ 
the ideal, / 

^v^Prospero passed his hand, thoughtfully, 
over the head of the little statue ; then, 
gathering a group of young men about him, 
with a firm voice — the voice of the Master, 
which, to pass its ideas and grave them 
deeply in the minds of the disciples, can , 
employ either the clear penetration of a ray 
of light or the sharp blow of a chisel on the 
marble, the stroke of the painter's brush on 
canvas or the touch of the wave upon the 
sands to be read in fossils bv future erenera- 
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tions of men — the Master, as his scholars 
waited with affectionate attention, began to 
speak: 

-A. iJi^Near this statue where you have seen me 
^\ -j' preside each day over our talks as friends 

— talks which I hope have succeeded in 
* dispelling from the work of teaching any 
^. touch of austerity — I have once more to 
^, 5 ' ^ speak to you, that our parting hour may 
ht like the seal stamped upon pur agree- 
ment both in feeling and in ideas, f So Tin- 
^ ^^oke Arjel as my divinity^ and 1 could 
wish to-day for my lecture the most gende 
and persuasive force that ever it has had, 
foni think that to speak to youth of noble 
^ ^ ^ motiv es, of loft y idpas^ wh^t<^vpr tViPy ^|>^^ 
[j^ is^s a kind of sacred oratory TT t also think 
t hat the spirit oCyouth is a§ a^nerouss^ 
where the seed of an opportune 3\ord may: 
in ajshort time retunv- the fruits of ^n im- 
l 'mort al harve^ .jl earnestly wish tocoopei-ate 
with you in a page of that programme 
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which, Inrggparing^ purselves for the fre e ^/ ^ 
air of action, y ou have doubtless formed in - f 
your inner thought for the end of your ef- 
forts, the object to which each personality 
shall devote his life. For that intimate, per- 
sonal programme — which rarely is formu- 
lated or written out, but more usually stays 
within the breast until it is revealed in outer ♦ 
action — fails never in the spirit of those 
peoples or those persons who are something ,. 
above the rabble'/^f, with relation to indi- v , ^f/ 
vidual liberty, Goethe could say so pro- M*" / 
foundly that onlyih eis y ^orthyjc^bgct^aji^ \ \y 
life who ca B^cgng u erit for himself gg^ day ; J 
with much more reason mighV I say that J 
the honour of every human generation re? 
QUiresTKaf it shall conquer for itseffJ by 
the persevering activity; of its own thlTlKng, 
by the effort of -its own will, its faith in the! /^ 
deteniii^ ^^ 

the ideal, and the pjace^of the ideal ja. 
evolutionof all ideas^ And in cQU^uefing^- 
your own you should begin by recogniz 
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^' ' /Ing as the first^bject of faith ya\ix n\>71 

Vsgb!£aJ The^'yoi^^ you lo ve is a I 

Tpower whosS^pplication you must work 
yourselves, and a treasury for the^ use^f 
which yourselves are responsible. Prise. 
y\ t^^jtjffia^ii'*^ ^nd thatp^^^'S^ ; see that the 
lofty consciousness of its possession stay 
radiant and effective iiw^ourselves. I say 
^V ; to you with Renan : ^ |^ Yo uth is the dis- 

y-^ v/j covep' of that immenseTiorizon which is 
"r^ Ufe.^' i\nd the discovery which reveals un- 
"^ 1 knd^ lands must be made complete with 
the virile force which shall rule them. No 
spectacle can be imagined more fit to cap- 
tivate at once the interest of the thinker 
and the enthusiasna of die ariist^ Jhan that 
which a human generation presents when 
it goes to meet a future all vibrant with 
the impatience of action, of lofty front, 
with a smiling and high disdain for deceit, 
-^Ke^ soul purified by Tweet land distant 
mirages Miiich wake in it mysterious im- 
pulses, like the visions of Cipahgo and 
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Eldorado In the heroical chronicles of the 
Cojiquistadores. 

/ From the rebirth of human hopes ; from 
the promises which ever trust to the future 
for the reality of a better thing, the soul 
acquires that beauty which opens at the 
breath of life ; soft and unspeakable beauty, 
made up, as the dawn was for the poet of ' 
the ** Contemplations,** of ** the trace of a 
dream, and the beginning of a thought.*' 
Humanity, renewing from generation 
to generation its active hope and its anx- 
ious belief in an ideal, across the hard ex- 
perience of centuries, made Guyau think 
of the obsession of that poor mad woman* 
whose strange and touching madness con- 
sisted in thinking every day arrived the day 
of her marriage. The toy of her dream, 
every morning she bound to her pale fore- 
head the nuptial crown and hung from 
her head the nuptial veil. With a sweet 
smile she then prepared to receive an im- 
aginai^' bridegroom, all through the day to 



Digitized by 



Google 







10 ARIEL 



& 



the shadows of the night, whiqh put an 
end to the vain hope, and brought again 
disillusion to the heart. Then first her 
madness took a tint of melancholy; but 
her ingenuous trust reappeared with each . . 
aurora, and with no memory of the dis- ; 
enchantment of the evening, murmuring, 
**It's to-day that he comes,'* she turned 
again to bind herself with the nuptial veil 
and crown, smiling once more with the 
hope of the promised one. 
i./ It is thus, not as with the loss of an 
^ : ideal that has died, that humanity clothes 
itself each era with its nuptial dress and 
expects with renewed faith the realization 
of the dreamed ideal — a persistent but 
, touching folly. And to provoke this , je- 
' newal. unalterable as the rhythm of n ature, 
^ has been in all times the function an d the 
\TOdL of youth. O f the souls of each hu- 
man springtime is woven that bridal dress 
for mankind ; and when one tries to sup- 
press that sublime stubbornness of hope 
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which is bom all winged from the very 
breast of delusion, all pessimisms are in 
vain, (as well those which are based on 
reason as those which come from experi- 
ence. They have to confess themselves 
powerless to contravene that lofty quand , 
meme which springs from the depth of hu- 
man lif^ There are times in which, by 
an apparent alteration of the triumphal 
rhythm, human history crosses genera- 
tions destined to personify from the very * ^^^ 
cradle vacillation and disillusion. But these ^ 

times pass — not perhaps without having 

had theirown ideal like the others, though in ^ 

negative form and of unconscious love— * ^ 
and again is lit up in the spirit of mankind . ^ 

the hope of the long-desired bridegroom ; ^^ 

him whose image, sweet and radiant as in ^ 

the ivory verses of the mystics, suffices to • 
maintain the interest and content of life, (y\ ^ 
although never to be incarnated in reality. 

Yo uth, which thus signifies ^ in the soul ^. • * 
of individuals and of generations, light, ^ 
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lo ve, energy, ex ists and with the same 
meaining in the e\olutionary processes of 
societies. Among these peoples who feel 
and look on life as you do, fecundity and 
force will always be the dominion of the 
future. Now there was an age when the 
attributes of man's youth made themselves 
more than in any other age the attributes 
of the whole people, the marks of an entire 
civilization, and in which a breath of 
youth's enchantment passed sofdy and 
touched the serene front of a whole race. 
f Wheii Greece was born, the gods awarded\ 
h^the secret of youthjnexringuishable;^ 
[Greece is the soul w hen young/^ He who 
in Delphi contemplates the pointed masses 
of the pines'* — says one of the Homeric 
hymns — ** imagines to himself that they 
must never grow old." Greece did mighty 
things because it had of Y^t^x^^^^^g^ty 
which is the atmosphere of action, and 
the'enthusiasm which is the omnipotent 
Teven The Egyptian priest with whom 
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Solon spoke in the temple ofSais, said to the 
Athenian legislator, pitying the Greeks for 
their exuberant volubility: ** You are only 
children.'* And Michelet has compared 
the activity of the Greek soul to a happy 
game, about which are grouped smiling 
all other nations on the earth. But of that 
divine game of children on the beaches of 
the Archipelago and in the shadow of thj 
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olives of lonia pVvere b orn art, and philos- / ^^-v 
ophy, and free thought, and the curidSity ; f^ 
of all investigation, and.the consdqifSni^-J 
of human digjnity — all those God-given ? 
spurs which are yet our only inspiration 
and our prideTj Absorbed in its hieratic 
austerityjhe country of ttelEgyptian priest 
represented only oldiige,„Qlii^ge gi ven but 
to introspection^ as if to practi^ for the 
repose of eternity, and waving aside any 
frivolous dream as with disdainful finger. 
Grace, inquietude, are proscribed from the 
attitudes of its soul, as was all action from 
its images of life. And when posterity 
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turns Its gaze up6a-Egy] 
the sterile notion of ord 
growth of a civilization 
to jiveave itself a shroud an 
the shadow of a sundial 
oj^^the sands of the desi 
^^ j^^e^^ife>f ^tSjoui 
thusiasm and hope — cc 
hfirmonies of history am 
; to movement and to light 
shall turn your eyes you 
the natural atmosphere ir 
things that are strong an 
^^ your eyes to the example 
Vfy the idea of Christianity, 
has weighed some accui 
saddened the earthly 
gaiety of paganism]; Chi 
• i^^pssentiall y an insp IratioD- 
befbre it wandered from 
born Christianity was in 
of Renan — which I hole 
true that it is the more poe 
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youth unsullied. Of the youth of the soul, 
or,^as is the same thing^f a living dream 
of grace and jpurity, is made that divine f i// 
fragrance which floats over the slow jour- 
neyings of the Master across the fields of 
Galilee ; over his sermons, which are de- 
veloped, free of any penitent sadness, near 
by a lovely lake, in valleys full of fruit; 
heard by the birds of heaven and the * * lilies 
\ of the field," which thus adorn his par- 
\ X ables; preaching the happiness of the^ 
I " Kingdom of God ' ' Jtp a sweedy sniiling / 

I { nature.. From that happy picture are far 
< absent the ascetics who accompanied in 
his solitude the penitences of John the 
Baptist. When Jesus speaks of those who 
follow him, he compares them to the 
guests and bridesmaids of a wedding. 
And that is the impression, one still of 
divine contentment, which, embodied in 
the essence of the new faith, one feels per- 
sist through all the Odyssey of the evan- 
gelists ; which sheds a radiant joy about 
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the spirit of the first Christian communities, 

an ingenuous joy of living, and which, 

going to Rome, opened easy passage to 

the hearts of the ignorant proselytes of the 

Transtevere. It triumphed by opposing the 

enchantment of the youth within them — 

embalsamed, as it were, by the libatiqn of 

/ a new wine — to the severity of the Stoics 

^ "" and the decrepitude of the people of the 

^ (^ '^ I^tpan world. 

•^ /^" VTherefore, be ye conscious possessors 

J^ of the blessed power you contain within 

yourselves. But do you never forget that 

\ this power is no more exempt than other 

jvirtuous impulses from weakening and 

disappearin^ ifitbe not carried into actionT] 

It of the preci^tw^^asureis from 
^^atureAbut on your own ideas defend 
whedier \i be iruidul or be Vkinly' wasted, 
so scattered and dispersed among individ- 
ual consciousnesses as never to appear *a 
beneficent force on the life of human so- 
cieties in general. 
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A Drofound critic has recently called 
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.^ QjaLlhfi^.nther hnndL lhgugh I speak t o 

you of hope and enthusiasm as high an3r 
'^J^jSkijSxtue&^ I would by no means cross 
that inviolable line which divides^ scepti- 
cism from belief, illusion from happiness. 
Nothing is farther from my thought than 
tnr>nnf £^]P(^j*4»-1( Qr iiri fHral gjft s of yoijt hj 
with its beautiful spontaaeitv of spirit^ that 



indolent frivolity of thinking, 

is incapable of seeing more than a gam- 

bler^s motive in any human action, buys 

love, or tries to, buys lifers pleasures at 

the cost of ignorance of all those things 

that may give one pause before the mysteri* 

ous front, the solemn face of all realities. 

That is not the noble meaning of youth 

individual, or of the youth of peoples. JL 

- have always thought vain the policy o f 

[ t hose statesmen, who shape Americans poli- 

/ci es and 6;uard her fate> to suppress, be - 

If ore they ever reach our shores, any sound 

{ or echo of human suffering f m^ thp. older 

S vorid or its literature— fearing lest^ mor- 
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hif^ or vn^healthy^ it put in peril our frap le ^,,%v ,^^j 
optimis m. No firm training of the intel- r ( / '' " . 



^' 



ligence can be based on simple-minded 
isolation or on voluntary ignorance. Every 
problem proposed tp human thought by the 
spirit of Doubt, every sincere reproach 
which is fulminated against Nature or 
against God himself from the breast of 
disheartenment or sorrow, has a right to / 

reach bur consciousness and there be con- 
sidered and faced. The strength of oufl 
heart must show itself in accepting the rid- / 
die of the Sphinx ; not in evading its awej 
some question. 

Nor should you forget that even in bit— ^ 
temess of thought, as in joy, there may \ 
ever be a starting-point for action, often a / 
fertile suggestion. When grief unmans, / 
when it seems so irresistible as to prompt 
the abdication of the power to will, the 
philosophy which breeds such thoughts is 
unworthy of youthful souls. Then n^y 
the poet denounce ** the slack soldier who 
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fights beneath the flag of Death/* But 

when there rises from the heart of sorrow 

the manly wish for battle, for conquest or 

reconquest of that boon which is denied 

us, then it becomes a double spur to action, 

most potent impulse to life. So Helvetiu s 

thought the ver y loathing oTone^s o wn lot 

^ mgh p rerogativeo fman, if, instead of 

>^^ dulling our sensibility in a slothful sub- 

/ mission, it awaken it and become ajpur 

toactio0. In that sense it has been well 

said that there are pessimisms which are 

likeinverted optimism: far from supposing 

the renouncement and condenmation of all 

being, they teach, with their discontent of 

the actual, the necessity of its renewal. 

' TTiat which humanity needs, to be save d 

from all pessimistic negation, is not so 

much a belief that all is well at presen t, as 

tfie faith that it is possible through lifers 

growth to arrive at a better state, hastened 

and discovered by the actions of men^ 

/TSuch faith in the future, belief in the_effi'' 
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ture, and the scanty original thought 
which they contribute to the beaten track 
of the prevailing ideas . My impressJQns 
fif the pr esent America, s o Jar^jn I gan 
/ "I brm aj[gngrg,| opinion^ de5;pite the sad^iSO- 
l ation in which live its peoples, would per- 
haps jusdf\^alilcTiren^^^ And yet I seem 
tor^eg~e\'efy where expressed a need for 
CTYffp^-"a7^Y e revelat^^" of p^w^orces^ and 

(T hold tTj^l ^mrrirn r*-^-^^ — irh jn —^^ 
of hegLj^o gttuJHere is the xeason for which 
1 sp eak toyou. This is why I am so ex^ ^| 
tfaordinarily concem^ jgitb-tba-m^^alde-^ 

The force of 




vplopme nt ^f v^i irlnun^*? 
your word and your example may come to 
embody theliving energies of the past in 
the work of the future! I hold with Miche- 
let that t he righ t idea of education^d oes 
not include only the teaching to the minds 
of t he sons the experience of the f athers, 
but as welU and often more, the informing 
Q fthe fathers^ experience \vith the innovat- 
ing inspiration of the^ns. 
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Let us then discuss how you shaU con- 
sider the life that is awaiting you. 

\ ... . ^ - 

^ The divergence of individual vocations ^ S 

will impress divers directions upon your j '' 

activities and cause to predominate in each i rv 

r. Ui 



.yu- 



\ 



one of you a disposition of mindpredeter- | 
mined by a definite aptitude. Some will | 
be men of science, otiiers of art, others | ^ 
stilly of action. But over all the inclinations 1 ^ 
which may bind you severally to different \ 
tasks and ways of life, you should guard i 
in your inner soul the consciousness of the \ .l»« 
fundament al unity of our nature^ which / w*^ 
demands that every human being be, above < y^ 
and before all, the unspoiled pattern ofa man^ \ 
in whom no noble faculty of the mind jdc I ^^ 
obliterated, and no lofty interest for all men^ ; 
have lost its communicative virtu e. jBefore ,£< 

,all modifications of professio n and training ft 
stan3s the^fo lfilment of the destiny com * 

; mooItaalLrational beings. V There is one 
imiversd profession : — tgbeaman,'' says 
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Guyau. AndRenan, remembering a/ 
of unbalanced and imperfect' civilizati 
that the end of the human creature ca 
be only either to know or to feel or to 
agine, butlobe entirely^a nd jceally hur 
define s-Jhft idffll oL perfection toj vhic 
should bend his energies ^ as the possit 
"ot ottering in the individual type an ab 
viated picture of the whole race. 

' ^Tj* then, to develop so far as posi 
not any single aspects but the plenr 
of your beJDg ^ Shrug not your shoul 

fore any noble and fecund manifesta 

of human nature, under the pretext 

your o\vn individuality ties you of pn 

ence to a different one. Be attentive s 

tators where you may not be actors. "W 

that false and vul^jized4deai?f educat 

which thinks it subordinate wholly to 

itanajijgidsjjtalc^li^^ 

by sucTrm aterialjsiTj^t^ ful 

mind^i ^nd ^y a^;M;^?^Mrf 
cialization to proscribe 
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^ ited by the impossibility of understanding 
•' souls that are narrow. To be unable to 
^f see more than on$_phase-.x>Lnature,-more 
^TTKaiToneJ^ Jike 

^ ITvIng in the shadow of a di-eam pierced 
by a^jngle^^y of sunlight. That intoler- 
ance, that exclusiveness^ which when bom 
of tjTannous absorption in some high en- 
thusiasm or flowing from some disinter- 
ested ideal may merit justification or even' 
sjonpathy, becomes converted to the most 
abominable of inferiorities when in the 
circle of vulgar life it betrays the narrow- 
ness of a mind incapacitated to reflect on 
more than the partial appearances of thin§«^ 
^ Unfortunately, in the very times when 
civilization reaches its highest level of cul- 
ture irihe danger of this limitation of 
minds most serious and its results most 
\jto be feared/For the law of evolution re- 
quires, as it appears in societies as well as 
>f.^/ ^ individuals, an ever-i ncreasin g tendency 
^^ / \ to heterogeneity, wjuch as the general cul- 
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ture of society increases limi t s^ individu al ■ 
?/\tJyilifi^ mnr<> nndj[i ore and restricts th e 
fiel d of an tion-of e ach one to an ev er- ■ 
n arrower specialty. And though it be a , 
necessary condition of progress, this de- 
velopment of the notion of specialization 
brings with it visible evils which not only 
lower t he horizon of th ^ #>ye pf th^^ght^ 
thus distorting its image of the universe; 
but come to Jnjure also_the spirit^o^^ 
man gy>li< ;laritjr hy thft particjilarization of 
indiyidual. habits. and.affectipns. Auguste^ 
Comte well noted this peril of advanced 
civilizations. A high state of social per- 
fection had for him serious inconvenience 
in that it facilitated the appearance of nar- ;vCi///3 
row and bounded minds; of brains ** very j ^ 
efficient unde r-One aspect and monstrously \ ^pac Wizx^'**^ 
inept under all others,* * The belittling of / 
the human brain by continual exercise of 
one mode of activity is compared by Comte 
to the miserable lot of a labourer who by 
the division of labour is condemned in a 




Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



I 




31 



© 



ing for 
nstinct, 
I of the 
ddes to 
f^s, as it 
hisac- 
no un- 
fulpro- 
1 living 
zen on 

he por- » '! i 

Y yinle 

letask. {^. ' ' 
a day V \: -^ 

ruction. .<i j^ 
m cen- ^ (f^ 
me free ^ 
ire rose r 
Me, en- \ 

pirit, a / w^" 



Digitized by 



Google 



32^^ 

In 
our c 
thouj 
only 
simpl 
ity oi 
entiai 
our r 



duiicrs liu AiiuiiicrciRi 



mgs 

coQce 

ofthi 

tiona^ 

' us.fwnen the sense of material utility 
anoEomfort dominates societies with the 
energy now shown, the results of narrow 
j minds and one-sided culture are especially , 
' fatal to the gro\vth of purely ideal occupa-s/ 
tionsl l^tora being an object of love to 
those who nobly and perseveringly cherish 
them, they change to an unknown land, 
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an unexplored region, whose Very exist- 
ence is unsuspected by an immense mul- 
titude of the others. An y sort of disint er- 
?^.^l?fi A[l9^£?^t» ^^fjd.^.cpn.^emplatipn, of 
inward truce^ to which the daily newspaper 
yields for a moment its dominion, for one 
glance that is noble and calm direct from 
the heights of reason to things as they 
are, wiU^dxus remain, in the actu al state 
of^ur society, jinknown to milli.Qiis^of 
min^^j[unds ** educated** and "civil-ij 
ized," who^! 
toms 

activit y that is definit r^IynnateriaL And 
more: that kind of servitude should be 
held by us the very saddest a 
all th e moral conditions we cond emn, 
demand ofyou that in the B3l 
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fei 

you deCend.yQUT^ouls^gaijasLth 
tion^of the m by the t yranny of j 
jin dself^jnterestefl q ^gg{;^./Never fj^ve. ' 
either passion or self-interest, but a small 
part of what is you. For even in material 
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/^ervitude there is a way to keep tree one*s\ 
^i^ner self, the self of reason and of feeling. 
So never do you try to justify, by your 
absorption in labour, in conflict, the en- j 
leaving of your so uL 



I find in a corner of my memory a story 
which shall sjTnbolize my meaning. . '. . 
There was a patriarch king, in some far- 
off Orient where the flock of happy stories 
has its eyrie; he reigned in a kingdom of 
that happy candour one finds in Elastem 
tale; he was called, in man's tradition, 
the king that was hospitable; immense 
was his charity. Within its bosom all 
human misadventure came to end. To it 
came he who needed bread and he who 
wanted balsam for a wounded heart. His 
own reflect^, like a sensitive chord, the 
rhjrthm of others. His palace was the 
house of the people. All was liberty and 
life within that august portal, which never 
knew a guard; shepherds piped their 
4^ces as they waited, old men gossiped 
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while the evening fell, and changing com* 
panies of girls replaced the garlands and 
urns of flowers, flowers which were the 
only taxes. Merchants of Ophir, traders 
from Damascus, kept passing through the 
open gates, competing in showing of rich 
wares, silks, jewels, perfumes. Before the 
king's very throne reposed the wearied 
pilgrim ; songbirds attended on his table 
to pick up crumbs, and at the dawn came 
litde children to tell the king the day had 
come; as well to souls without fortune as 
to creatures without soul went out his 
alnisgjfving. Nature herself seemed at- 
tracted by his largess — the winds, the 
birds, the very plants, seemed, as in the 
myth of Orpheus or the legend of Assisi, 
to^^ek man's companionship in that oasis 
of peace. Flowers bloomed unhindered 
and unplucked in the very paving-stones, 
twining plants sought the king's own 
chamber through the open windows; the 
tired winds laid freely all their scents and 



llWUIil IJIiii JJ..»'*MJJl<*l'-''P'^'''' 






Digitized by VjOOQIC 




36 ARIEL ^ 

spices o'er his castle ; the very spume of 
the sea sought to besprinkle its feet ; and 
the freedom of Paradise, a mighty sharing 
of trust, kept up about its walls continual 
holy day, • .^j^ 

\^ But within — far within, isolated from 
the noisy casde by covered passageways, 
hidden from the vulgar eye like the lost 
^ \ chapel of Uliland in the heart of the for- 
/ /yC^^ est, at the end of unknown pathways, 
"T^ vj '^ there was a hall of mystery > a home where 
no one ventured to set foot save only the 

king himself, where even his hosj^tality 
^ ;\ seemed changed toa nascetic egoism . Not 
an echo of that external gaiety, not a note 
of all that nature-concert, not a word from 
the lips of men e'er ventured past tlje 
thickness of those porphyrine sills to move 
an air within that forbidden hold. A reli- 
gious silence brooded on the chastity of 
its sleeping air; the light itself gleamed 
pale through painted glass, measured into 
tint, to fall like a cup of snow in a warm 
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nest, in heavenly calm. Sometimes, when 
the night was clear and still, opening apart 
as a shell of pearl, one might sec a vision 
of the serene shadow. The perfume that 
prevailed was that of nenuphar, . pure 
essence suggestive but of serenity and 
thought. Grave caryatides alone guarded 
the marble doors, in tranquil pose, the 
faces sculptured into profiles grave in in- 
trospection. And the old king would as- 
sure his people that though no one of 
them might accompany him there, his 
hospitality prevailed there just as gener- 
ous, as great, in that mysterious retreat 
as ever; only that his guests there bidden 
were invisible, impalpable. There hc^ 
dreamed, there he freed himself bf the 
actual, this legendary king; there he 
^ turned his vision inward, smoothed and 
• refined his thought in meditation like the 
^pebbles all polished by the' wave; there 
he bound to the noble forehead the youth- 
ful wings of Psyche. . . . And then, at last. 
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—these are the ministrants that haunt my 
cell. The ancients ranked them under the -v-rC^ 
word o^/wm, well-employed^ leisuje^which (^/^>^ 
they deemea-the highest use of a being ^^ 
truly rational ; liberty of thou ght emancj^^^ f eTs y rC 
gatecLof all ignoble c ham^Z^ach leisure - 

meant that use of time which they opposed 
to mere economic activity as the expression 
of a higher life. Their conception of the 
digmty j>f life was linked closely to this . — 
lofty conception of leisure; the classical.^ 
attitude finds its correction and its com- 
plement in our modem belief in the^g- "^ 
nity of labour ; and both employments of 
one's spirit shall make up a rhythm of / 
individual Gfe whose necessary nfiain( 
jjajjgfijlfied&JQQinsi^^ 
school of the Stoics which illumined tli^ 
Isunset of antiquity as if with an anticipa* 
Itionof the dawn of Christianity, has left, 
to us a simple but touching image of the 
jsalvation of one's inner liberty eve n inthe J6^ 
rafefof* serfdom in tliat figure of Qeanto. 
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tracirjg witti rougnenea Hand thamaxims 
of Zeno upon the stones. All rational edu- i 
cation, all perfect cultivation, of our na* j 
tures,.will take as a starting-point this 
possibilitjrjofjrousing in every one of us 
the double activity which Qeanto's story 






va3 over that final end. No isolated force 
can satisfy all reasonable objects of individ- 
ual existence, as it cannot alone produce 
the ordered concert of collective existence. 
And like deformity or dwarfing to the body, 
is, to the soul, the result of an exclusive 
object imposed on individual action and ^^ 
single manner of culture. The falsity of 
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what is artificial makes ephemeral the-- 
glamour of those societies which have sac- 
rificed the free development of their feeling 
or thought, whether to mercantile activity 
as in Phoenicia, to wars as in Sparta, to 
mysticism as in the tenor of the millen- 
nium, or to the life of the salon and the 
co ^^s in eig hteen th centur y Franc 
"^ Keep yourseiyflg-^i ar of anv^Bu^la6oi ^ 
^ of jaauMnoralnatttre^ /Shape the harmoffi^^^^^x^V^ 
ous growth of your spirit for every noUe 
way; remembering that the most easyi 
usual mutilation b that which in human ,- 
life as it stands compels a man tojor ^o 
t his SOTt of inner life; where all things 
high and noble have thdr being, but, at the 
harsh breath of reali^, bum in the fires 
of an impure passion or wither in the fur- 
nace of utilitarianism: the life of whic 
-----disintefested meditation b part, and part \^. 

the thinking of ideab; that ancient otium^ 
\ the impenetrable chamber of my st ory t ^ 
I n\ And just as the first impulse of profana- . (^[jtilt*v**^ 
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. tion will be directed to what is most sacred 

^ i'i in the ^^anrtnarv. <jg ^|ip ^^y^Tj^nn f^PtprL 

^ oration I wo uld warn y ou apainst wi U be- 
' fyin ny yonr rlftspisi'n^ -^vhat ; is hftant ifiiK 
"of the spirit this sense is the 
most delicate, clear vision of the loveliness 
of things ; and the one which most quickly 
withers in a life limited to the invariable 
round of a vulgar circle, leaving it but a 
treasured relic abandoned to the care of 
the few. T he emotion for be auty is to the 
sentiment of othe r idealities as jdbe jewel 
to the rin^ ^^^The effect of a rude touch is 
as a blow and soon works its fatal work ; 
and an absolute indifference comes to be in 
the average soul, where should be perfect 
love. No stupor of a savage in the pres- 
ence of the complicated machines of civil- 
ization is more intense than the dazed 
wonder with which too many educated 
men regard acts which show the intention 
or the habit of conceding a serious reality 
to what is beautiful in life. 
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The argument of the traitor apostle 
fore the jar of omtment, spilled to no pi ._ 
tical purpose on the Saviour*s head, is » 
still one of the formulae of common sense. 
The superfluity of art is not, for the namct_ , 
less crowd, worth three hundred denarii, i 
If perchance they respect it, it is as an 
esoteric cult. And y et of all the elements' ^' K^j^ I5 



of educatiOT Jthat gp to^make upAf^ ^d 
noble view of lire,^yi:ely^none^^ 
)(:Art caoX^stifyouHnter^t ; Jbr none mo re 
than it includes, as Schiller in eloquent 
pages sang, a culture more extensive, 
more complete, more fully lending itself ^ 
to a concerted stimulus of all the so ul^s 
faculties. Even if the love a nd admiration 
of beauty^diTiQt answer of themselvi^ to 
a lofty impulse.in the rational being, had 
not also worth enough^ to be culdvated for 
themselves alone, it would be a modve. 
^*gWy moral. wWch proposed the culture 
of the aesthetic sentiment as a matter of 
high interest for all. jif to no one it is 
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given to be w ithout moral sentim^ itjrits 
<* e aucation carries with it the duty of pr e- 
paring the mind for ■s\ clear visiorralso 
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sense 
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Believe me, 
of what is beautiful is the 
most^fficacio^. jcoUabpi^^ form- 

ingjofajdeljcate^sen^^^ No bet- 

ter instrument exists to dig^nify, to ennoble 
the mind. Never does a man more surely 
fulfil his duty than when he feels it, not 
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\ 



a:^ Vx U jas an imposition, but as part of a beauti- 
^ ' ful harmony. Never will he be a good 

man more completely than when he knows 
how to respect in his own work the senti- 
ment of beauty in the others. J^ 

rtain it is that the sanctity of good- 
ness purifies and exalts even things of 
gross exterior. A man may doubtless real- 
ize his work without giving it the out- 
ward charm of beauty ; charity, afiection, 
can become sublime with means that are 
common, unlovely, even coarse. But it is 
not only more beautiful, it is greater, that 
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charity which seeks to transmit itself in 
shapes that are delicate and choice, for 
then it adds another to its gifts, that sweet, 
indescribable lovingfness which nothing 
can replace and which enhances the gift 
with an added light. 

/ To make men see the beautiful is a 
work of mercy. Those who demand that 
goodness/truth, should ever be shown in 
forms that are gloomy and severe, seem 
to me to be treasonable to truth and good- 
ness. Virtue itself is an art, a sort of ^ 
art divine ; smiling, as a mother, on the J 
Graces. The teacher who woul d fix in his ; 
scholar^s mind the idea that du^lsthe most \jo-^ 
^me st of realities^ must atthesa ^ time ^]^ 
ma ke him see that it is the high^tpoetry. ! 
SoGuyau, master of lovely comparisons, ; j 

uses ah incomparable one here: that of • • M 

the sculptured saints in some Gothic choir, / 
each panel matched by one of flowers, so / 
that for every figure of a saint that shows \ 
his piety or perchance his martyrdom, for ) 
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each look divine, each attitude, there cor- 
responds the corolla or the petal of some 




thie only criterion of human actions; yet 
one should not, with the narrow ascetic, 
consider it a lure to error, a deceitful 
guide. We would not indicate it as a cer- 
tain path to the right; but as a parallel 
and near-by road which keeps near to it- 
self the step and vision of the wayfarer, 
[in the measure that humanity progresses 
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it sees that the moral law is but beauty 
conduct ; it shows evil and error like a dis- 
cord ; and wiU seek for the good as a re4 
stored harmony. When the Stoic^s seve^ 
ity in Kant inspired the austere wprds 
that. symbolized his ethics, "He dreamt | 
and thought that life was beauty, — he I 
woke and saw that life was duty,'* he ' 
was not mindful that, although duty may 
be the supreme reality, in it may also Be 
the vision of that dream ; fpjijconscLCiuaP 
_!2^^^ pf niiA^g ^"^ yt with clear sight o f the 
^jjghtj "^^y g'^^ '^ ^hf> glamnnr pf ly>aAfy 

f xu the soul of Uiet^eemer, missionary, 

/ or lover of man, must also be : 

[j^^*^^^^(i[ndll^t off^i^^^^^y^ fK^iv> must ool- 
laboiate with him some elements of the 
artist's gemus. The part played in the 
efficacy of moral revolutions by the gi& 
of seeing and making known the inner 
beauty of ideas, is very great. Speaking 
of the highest of all, it w^as Renan who 
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said, profoundly': **The poetry of the 
lesson which makes it loved is more sig- 
nificant than the precept itself, abstracdy 
taken. TheoriginaljtyLofjthej vork of Jesus_ 
Jies^n^t indeed jn A acceptation of 

his doctrineT— since that might be found 
entirely without leaving the teachings of ^ 
the Synagogue, searching for it from the 
book of Deuteronomy to the Talmud — 
but in hayings by^ his preaching, made felt 
the poetr)M)fhis precept, that is> its inner 
b^uty/* 

Dim will be the glory of those epochs 
or communions which despise the aesthetic 
bearing of their life or teaching, ^The 
Qiristian asceticism, which only knew 
how to picture one face of the ideal, ex- 
cluded from its concept of perfection all 
which makes life pleasant, refined, beau- 
tiful. Its narrow spirit brought it about 
that man's untamable instinct for liberty; 
coming back in one of those irresistible 
reactions of the human spirit, gave birth. 
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refinements. But as neither liberty hot 
virtue need be guarded in a casket of lead, 
much more for the education of humanity 
than all Puritan asceticisms will remain 
the grace of the antique ideal, the har- 
monious teachings of^ Plato, and that 
movement, free and charming, with which 
Athens took and lifted to its lips the cup 
ofHfe. • 

^>C f Theperfecdon of human morality woujcj 

\* / bejocast th^ of-charity in the moulds 

1 of Grc<^i^q.glgg^Pg» And that sweet har* 
mony had once in the world a passing 
realization. It was when the w ord of new- 
bom Chrisdanity came to Greek colonies 
in Macedonia with Saint Paul; to Thes- 
saly and Philippi the Evangel, still pure, 
informed the soul of those refined and 
spiritual communities, in whom the seal 
of Hellenic culture maintained an enchant- 
ing native distinction. One might have 
hoped then that the two ideals most lofty 
. that the world had known were going now 
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to be united for all time. In the epistolary 
style of Saint Paul lingers a trace of that 
moment when charity was being Hdlen* 
ized. But that sweet union did not last. 
The harmony and serenity of the Pagan 
conception of life was left each day more 
distant by the new idea wHich was already 
marching to the conquest of the wotW. 
But to conceive of a way in which once 
more a step in advance might be shown 
for the moral perfectionment of humanity, 
one would have to dream that the Christian 
ideal again were reconciled with the serene 
and luminous joy of ancient times, and 
that again the Evangel was being spread 
in Philippi and Thessaly. i 

To cultivate good taste should mean >^ i 

not only to perfect the exter nal for m of ) 

etilture;"to develop aiTartistic attitude, and ! 

wi^ exquisite superfluity some efej;ancd ! 

of civilization. ^Gopd tas te * * is di ejtrong ^ I 
check-rei n of _the_j:ritical j udgment .** y 
Martha was able to call it like a second 
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conscience, which sees us right and brings 
us back to the light when the first grows 
obscure or hesitating ; and a delicate sense 
of beauty is for Bagehot as a helpmate of 
unerring tact in life and of perfect dignity 
in manners. **The education of good 
taste," said he, ** favours the groj^thof 
good sense, which is our necessary view- 
point for the complexities of civilized life. 
If ever you see such education united in 
the mind of individuals or societies with 
any extravagance either of moral or of 
sentiment, it will be because in such cases 
it has been cultivated as an isolated, ex- 
clusive quality, so rendering impossible 
the effect of moral perfectionment which it 
might have brought about in a manner of 
culture in which no faculty of the mind is 
developed out of relation to the others.*' 

In a soul which has been the object of 
harmonious and perfect culture, the inner 
grace and fineness of the sentiment of the 
beautiful will be the same thing with 
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strength and straightness of the reason. 
Thus Taine points out that in t he yand 
works_ of^aLQgign t arc liite£ture, )beauty is 
^but sensible manifestation of sifength, and 
ele gance the o uter a ppear ance of solidit 

The same lines of the Wrthenon wmch 
delight the view with harmonious propor* 
tions, content the intelligence witfi tfieir 
promise of durability.** 

There is some organic relation, some { 
natural and close sympathy, which 'con- 
nects the perversions of the will and fed- / 
ing with the falsities and crudities of bad 
taste. If it were given to us to penetrate 
into the mysterious labyrinth of the soul, 
to reconstruct the intimate story of souk 
in the past, in order to discover the for- 
mula of their definite moral natures, it 
Avould Be an interesting object of study to . ^ 
determine what, in the Jrefined perversity 
of a Nero, corresponds to the germ of a -^ 
monstrous histrionism left in the soul of , 
that sanguinary comedian by the affected 
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rhetoric of Seneca. And when one calls 
to mind the oratory of the French Conven- 
tion and detects a rhetorical perversion 
everywhere apparent like the feline fur of 
Jacobinism, it is impossible not to connect 
like the radii that part from one centre, 
like the signs of an identical insanity, the 
extravagance of taste, the vertigo of all 
moral sentiment, and the fanatical limita- 
tioguoDliS^reason.""^ ^^ ""^' *" - 

Undoubtedly there is^no mo re cert ain 
resul t of the aesthetic sen sejhaiuhatw^^ j 
)^ II trach^^us to disti^ I 

gQod aiidjthe true and the beautiful^nd \ 
some possib ility of b eauty^^in evil/ 

J^t^^Hus 
initively true, by believing in 
some sympathetic connection between all 
these lofty objects of the soul and consid- 
ering each one of them as but the starting- 
point, not the only one, but still one, 
whence it is possible to go to a meeting 
wltTi tlie others. 
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\ The notion, then, of a higher ace 
between good taste and the moral sens 
therefore true, as_\vell in the spirit of 
I dividuals as of societiesjFor what c 
cems these last, that accord may have 
example in the relation affirmed by Ros 
kranz to exist between liberty and 
moral order, on the one hand, and 
beauty of the human form which res 
from the development of races, on 
other. That typical beauty reflects, 
the Hegelian thinker, the ennobling ei 
of liberty ; for slavery makes ugly at 
same time that it degrades, while 
consciousness of their harmonious de 
opment impresses the outward seal 
beauty on races that are free. _ 

Iln the characters of people the { 
derived from fine taste, the master] 
gracious form, the delicate power to in 
est, the virtue of making ideas likea 
go with the genius of propaganda — 
is to say, the mighty gift of universality.^^ J 
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Certain it is that to the 
chosen attributes may b 
ing of the word humai 
spirit is quick to apf 
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minous air of actual s 
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that are best endowed with beauty over 
all the others. 

For one who has ins tinctive love o f 
beautjr^here is indeed a certain kind of 
mortification in stooping to^efencL it by 
arguments that are based on any other 
reason or principle than that impossible 
and disinterested love for it which satis * 
fies a f undamental impulse of an y rational 
beinjj._But unfortunately this motive has 
lost its empire over a vast number of men, 
to whom it, is necessary to teach a due 
respect for a love they do not share by 
showing them what are the relations which 
connect it with other classes of human in- 
terest. And to do this one must often cope 
with a vulgar view of such relations: that 
anything that tends to soften the outlines 
of the social character or customs and 
sharpens the sense of beauty, to make of 
" taste a delicate sensibility of the soul and 
of grace the universal form of action is (for 
such critics, disciples of the harsh and 
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useful only) to depreciate all that is heroic, 
virile in the temper of society, on the one 
hand, and its positive utilitarian capacity 
on the other. In * * The Toilers of the Sea ' ' 
we read how the people of Jersey when 
tliey first saw a steamboat anathematized 
it on account of the tradition that fire and 
water are hostile elements; the common 
\ critique abounds with beliefs in similar 
y'"" enmities. If you propose to make common 
\ j love of the beautiful, you must begin by 
I making men understand the possibility of 
' harmonic concert between all legitimate 
\ human activities ; and that will be an easier 
task than to convert them straightway to 
; a love of the beautiful, in itself jQo make 
J the mass of men unwilling to expel the 
J swallows from the home, one must, as 
1 Pythagoras counselled, first convince them 
\— not of the gracefulness of the bird or its 
legendary virtue — but that its nests will in 
no manner interfere with the durability of 
tne shingles or tiles where they build!/ 
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C To that conception of human life whicl 
is formed •on the freehand harmpnious^e;- 
velopmentof^our nature, and therefore 
i ncludes among its es sent ial ob jectsAe 
satisfacti on of our feeli ng for the beauti ful, 
js^ogpos^ — as a rule for human conduct 
—. the con c eption called utilitarian, und erV 
Tvrhich ourL3vhole--activities are goYfirned 

-tqUheir^relationtQ-the immed iate ends o f 
sglf-in terestZ7rhe blame of a narrow udli^ 
tarianism as the only mortitor of the spirit 
of our century, met^ out to it in the name 
of the ideal with all the rigours of Anath* 
ema, is based in part in the failniy tn r^^^ 
Qgnize that its Titanic effo rts for the sul>r 
ordinadon of the forces otNature to the 
human will and for th^ extension of mate- 
rial well-being aredjiecjBssaryJaboyyLJa 
prepare, as by the laborious enrichment 
of an exhausted soil, f or the JB owering of 

_juture idealisms, The,transitpr y predcnn - 
inance of _that_function of urility which -^ 
has absorbed theagitatedandi ^erish life 
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of the last hundred years with its most 
potent energies ex plains , however, al- 
though it does noT justify, many of the 
.painful yearnings, many disc ontent s and 
grievances of the intelligence, which show 
themselves either by a jmelancholy and 
"^ exalted id ealization . of the_.^^t, ^rJ5y a 
_cruel despaixjof the future. For this there 
is one fruitful and well-adventured thought 
in the proposition of a certain group of 
thinkers of these last generations, among 
whom I need only cite again the noble 
figure of Guyau, who have tried to seal 
the definitive reconciliation of the con- 
quests of the century with\jthe renovation 
of many old human devotions, and have 
put into this blessed work as many treas- 
ures of love as of genius. 

j Often you will^have heard attributed to 

;tiv:Q main^ausesTm^^^ of the spirit 

P^ of utili ty which gives its note to the moral 

v physiognomy of the present centmy, with 
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so alrparly^ anH yQV ^'^^^^ [lavp^n l oyg h im | 

as I dg /Ko one as he, among the mc 
erns, appears to me such a master **of 
that art of teaching with Grace'' which 
Anatole France considers divine. No^one 
so well as he has succeeded in combining 
irony with pity; even in the rigour of the 
analysis he can put the unction of the^ 
priest. And even when he teaches us to 
doubt, his exquisite gentleness sheds a 
balsam over the doubt itself. His thoughts 
ring in our minds with echoes inef&ble^ 
so vague as to remind one of sacred music. 
His infinite comprehension makes critics 
class him among those dilettantes of a light 
scepticism who wear the gown of the phi- 
losopher like the domino of a mask ; but, 
once you penetrate his spirit, you will see 
that the vulgar tolerance of the mere sceptic 
differs from his as the hospitality of a 
worldly salon from the real spirit of charity. 

I \ This master holds, then, that high pre- 

I I occupation with the ideal interests of our 
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repute, will then alike vanish unprotected ] 
Avhen soci al equality has destroyed ali| 
grades of f^yrpllf^nce without replacing 
t hem >vUh''others that shall also rule b n 
loral influence, a nd theji ght of reason ^ \ 
|uaHt£ ^q 
of society, like homogeneity i n nature^ 
jt an unstable eo uilib^umy From dia 

shall have worked 



moment w 

its perfect work of negation by tlj^Jgvd- 

!li?fi^L-^RlS2»S££ PM^JM ^* th e equafi^, 
so won shoul^^ut a startmg-point. 
aifirmation remains ■ jm^ the affirmation 
of dem ^ m r )^ nnd h i t,1n i j ransiit in 
arousi ng in itself by fit incentives the rev^ 
elation an d the mastery of the true, 
llonti^ orinen , ^ 

With relation to the conditions of the 
life of America, that duty of attaining the, 
true conception of our social state is dou« 
bly needful. Our democracies grow rap* 
idly by the continual addition of a vast 
cosmopolitan multitude, by a stream of 



\y-' 



\ !. 






• 1 



^TH W H I M I lU.Mj , 



Digitized by 



Google 



i 



66 



ARIEL 



/ 



J 



^^ 



imrpi g yration which is merged with a nu- 
cleus already too weak to make active 
effort at assimilation and so contain the 
- human _flgod-by those dikes which an 
ancient solidity of social structure can 
alone provide, a secured political order, 
%/and the elements of a culture that has be- 
come deeply rooted. This rap id_growdl, 
x^-^xjfcsesLJaur future-4o the~<iangers~of a 
/ democratic degeneration which smothers 
under the blindToirce of the mass all idea 
of quality, deprives the social conscious- 
ness of all just notion of order, and, yield- 
ing its class organization to the rough 
hands of chance, causes the triumph of 
only the most ignoble, unjustifiable su- 
premacies. 

^U It is, of course, true that our selfish 
advantage — not the virtue of it alone — 
bids us be hospitable. Long since the need 
of peopling the emptiness of the desert 
made a famous publicist coin the phrase, 
**To govern is to populate." But this fa- 
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il gnce, but by th eJiighfiiLPrder-of-thinking 
or^fj£eUng--mad6-thereby"^ssiBIei So 
Comte : it is senseless to pretend that ex- 
cellence can ever be replaced by number, 
that by an accumulation of vulgar minds 
^ V . / \ orie'may hit upon a brain of genius, or by 
' y ' \S\ \ the addition of many mediocre virtues get 
" the equivalent of a deed of heroism. So 

our democracy, proclaiming the universal- 
ity and equality of rights, will san ction 
the Jgnoble prgiominan ce of mere nu mber 
unless it be carefUhi^lyJa maintain the 
idea of human superiorities that.arje legiti- 
mate ; and to make authority, bound to a 
popuTaFvote, not the exponent of an ab- 
solute equality, but (as I remember some 
young Frenchman said) " the consecration 
of a hierarchy- bas^d on liberty/' 

The clash between the democratic rule 
and the higher life becomes a fatal reality 
when that rule imparts the disregard of 
even legitimate superiorities and the sub- 
stitution of mechanical government for a 
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faith in heroism (in Carlyle^s sense). All / 
m civilization that is more than material I tj\ a 
excellence, economic prosperity, is a height f ^""^ Ct\^ 
that will be levelled when monJ authority j ry^^ 

is, given to" die average mind-^JThough 
there be no longer external invading hordes 
to hurl themselves upon the beacon lights, 
of civilization with a might now devastate 
ing and now regenerating, the high cul- ^ . 
ture of to-day should guard itself against ^ 
the soft^and. gradual dissolvent ^VQck-of y 
those other crowds, pacific, even educated f " 
—the unescapable multit udes of the vuU 1 
gar, whose Attila might weU be p erson i«> / 
fied inJ^I^MnHpniais,*' whose heroism is 
shrewdness, ordered by an instinctive re- 
pugnance for what is great; whose device 
is the leveller. Immovable indifference and . . 

quantitative superiority are its attributes, 
the usual result of its labours ; yet is it no t - 
entirply inr^^pable of rising to epichright^ ^ 

usually oLajiger, giving frec^rcinsJtCLit3 
antipathies. Charles Mwice called it * * those 
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phalanxes of fefbcious Pnidhomi 

have for their device Alediocrity , ar 

together in their hatred of all that 

; oriimary.*' 

-- .^^ ^^^ ^evated to power, these Prud 

will make of their triumphant 

.^"^ organized hunting-party against 

K/' f shows aptitude or daring wing to 

V Mts social fo^ will, he _.a _ de 

; which leads to the consecration 
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Anyone, the coronation of Kingi 
|Thej^_vnll^ jiatejmerit as- ^ rebe 
^ their. donnnion--al^^ 

be like a marble statue pl aced j i 
road to be spattered by the muc 
passing waggon. They will call 
matism of common sense, wisdor 
avidness of heart, gravity; adap 
the mediocre, sound judgment; 
taste, manly indifference to trifle 
notion of justice will lead them < 
substitute in hJstory the immor 
great men by the common forg 
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of all, or to preserve it with the equal 

memory of a Mithridates who knew the 

names of all his soldiers. Its manner of 

republicanism will resemble that of Fox, , 

who used to submit his projects to the 

criterion of that member who seemed to 

him the most perfect type of the country 

gentleman, judging by the limitation of his 

faculties and the rudeness of his gestures; 

Then we shall be in that ZoOcracy that ^f ut>^^^ 7 - 

Baudelaire imagined, and Shakespeare's h^'\ ^J^^/ *; 

Titania, kissing an ass's Head, will be the Ojy^' ^^ : ^ 

emblem of that liberty which calls but fc^* 

the middling. Never could a tyrant's con^ '"->^ 

^ug st com pass amorft sinistpr-end ! :^->^^^^^ 

And if you make a prophet of your 
neighbour who preaches the beHttling lesj^ 
^n of the mediocre, if you make him 
youFTieix) anff^^ek your salvation in his 
bureaucratic content — you will encounter 
that rancorous, implacable hostility against' 
^ that is beautiful, all that is dignified or 
delicate in the spirit of humanity which. 
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even more than its brutal shedding of 
blood, is so repugnant in the Jacobite 
tyranny. Before its tribunal the wisdom 
of a Lavoisier, the genius of a Chenier, 
the dignity of a Malesherbes, become only 
faults; amid the shouting of its Conven- 
x;f "/ tions we hear the cry. Distrust that man, 
hej^has written a book! Confounding the 
idea of democratic ^simplicity with Rous- 
seau's state of nature, it would take the 
vignette of his first edition as symbolic of 
the antinomy between democracy and cul- 
ture, that famous diatribe against the arts 
and sciences in the name of morality ; a 
satyr, rudely seizing the torch of Prome- 
theus from his hands, only to learn that 
its flame is mortal to him who touches it I 

, Equalitarian ferocity has not, indeed, 

yet shown itself in the democratic devd- 

' opment of our century, nor opposed in 

brutal manner the serenity and liberty of 

^ our intellectual groAvth. But like some 
savage beast now domesticated, its later 
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progeny have changed their native ferocity 
to an artful and ignoble tameofiss,...^ual- 
itarianismi.jand this mild tendency- to all 
that is utiUtarian^Xff.Milgar may fairly be 
bk med upon the democracy o f Jthe^nine- 
teenth century---No sensitive or sagacious 
mind has ever studied this without anx- 
iously considering some of its results in 
their social and their political aspect. 
Contemporary thought, while r ejecting 
that false conception^o f equality that mad e 
the delirium of theFreneh-RevdutiQii^Jias 
yet maintained„a -Severe scrutiny of 4he 
very theory of democracy, which you, who 
are about to create the future, must begin 
with ; not necessarily to upset, but to edu* 
cate, the spirit of our time. * \^ 

Since our century began to assume in- V 
dependence, personal liberty in the.evdu- 
tion of its ideas, German idealist philos- •'/ \\ 

ophy has rectified the equalitarian Utojna 
of the eighteenth century and again ex- 
alted, albeit with too much Caesarism, the ^ ■ 
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part played in history by individual great- 
ness. Comte*s positivism ^ not recognizing 
in the democratic equality anjthing*but*^ 
transitory wipin g out ofancien t ckss_ sys- 
lems, and~3eny ing. with equal conviction 
the definitive efficiency of popular rule, 
"sougKrinThe principles of natural classi- 
fication a basis for that s6cial"classification 
which should be the substitute for the 
hierarchies recently destroyed. The criti- 
cism of the democratic regime took a 
severer form in the generation of Taine 
and Renan : to this modem Athenian the 
only equality which appealed was one like 
that of Athens, ** an equality of demigods." 
And as to Taine, he wrote " the Origin of 
contemporary France*'; and if, on the 
one hand, his conception of society as an 
organism leads him logically to reject all 
idea of uniformity opposed to the princi- 
ples of dependent and subordinate organ- 
isms, on the other his fine instinct for 
intellectual selection leads him to abomi- 
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and the tyranny of mass. And within 
contemporary Scandinavian literature, so 
much preoccupied by social questions, the 
same idea most often occurs, Ibsen weaves , 
the lofty harangue of his Stockmann upon j 
the affirmation that " cqmpactjnajorities? \ 
are the greatest dan ger to lib ert^ignd( \ 
truth." And the awesome Nietzsche op-( i 
poses to the ideal of a mediatized humanity i 
that of supermen who surge above its level 
like a tidal wave. A lively desire for a re- 
form of the social system which shall make 
secure the leading of the heroic life and 
assure to its thought a purer atmosphere 
of dignity and just consideration is now 
everywhere apparent, and promises to be 
a fundamental note in tKe harmonies of 
the coming century. vA 
^et the spirj t jof democracy js essen- 
V^tiali y, fCT -^our civi lization , a principle 
against which it were idle to rebd. The 
discontent we feel for the imperfections of 
its actual historic y&rm has often led us to 
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occasionally wrought harm to the spirit 
* of poetry or religion. JJgmof^cyand^-? 
--/^ ence are indeed_the J\vo props jon. which ) 
oiuLxivilizatioa^ests, ihe two Fates that \ 
'spin our future; as Bourget phrases it, 
! **In them we are, we live, we move." 
/ As it is impossible, therefore, to hope with 
Renan for a more positive consecration of 
the moral superiorities, the realization of a 
hierarchy of reason, any effective domin- 
ion of the loftier gifts of intelligence and 
free will which shall be based on the de- 
struction of that democratic equality, — the 
' only jhingl eft us is tQ j)ethhik_u s how to /. 
Jl V ^ educate, reform^^e mocracaLJteelf./WeSw 
' ifnust seek how graduaUy to inculcate in ] 
popular feeling and qustorp the ij^_of . 
\ that^ necessary sub or dinati nn^ the sensC/' 
of, true^u£erio ritiesy/lKe instinctive yet 
TOiiscio ua cmtfTatic^^ that multiplies 

thtcipbep-ofJiuman WMth-in-the-eye-of '^ • 
reason. 

Popular education thus acquires its su- 
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preme interest <x)nsidered in its relation to 
such a work, and with thought for the 

* ' future.'^ And it is at school where we first 
mould the clay of the multitude ; there 
come the first and broadest manifestations 
of social equity ; sghocJb iconsecrated to tfi e 
equ al righ t of all to learning and the niost 
efficie nt measures for superrorattaiament, '^ ^ j>. '2^ 
They have to round out a noble task — to\ ^jr (/' j/l 
make the sense for order and the will for , ^ jji 
justice prime objects of its instruction ; the / (y 
realization of all that Authority which b/ ^ 

legitimate/ ^ • ' 

/Ci^vThere is no distinction more e asily lost]^ . 
si^htof Jnjhe popuh^ mind thanthaFE e^ j^ 

f\vp/>n Pqimlity nf npporfnnify and ^^"^^^ 

equality^— j)f influe nce or of power — 
J/among members of organized society. All 
have the same rigjit to aspire to a moral ^ " 



supieriQrity which may justify and explai^ 

' <* Plus rinitniction te r^pand, plus elle doit Cure de part tns 
id£es g^n^ralet et g6ii£reuset. On croit que rinitniction populaii* 
doit ctre terre-i-terrc. C*est le contiaire qui eat la vedti.** — 
Fouill^e I VIdii modernt dm drtk^ Libre, $, it. ^ »* 
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,^ /i^^ effective one; but only those who have 
/ P- realhiar.hiftved-the-former should be-re** 
y v| Av^arded by the latter. The true and worthy v^ 
^ —,. notion of equality l^ests on the assumption 

Nj^ >>v^j' ]\ that all reasonable beings are endowed by 
^^ xn nature with faculties capable of a noble 

, ^ ^<; * . development. Thejduty of the State con^ 
2^ ^ 1 §i$ts^in^seeing that all its mem^rsarec 

>" , •! ^>^rT'?P^ AS,to be able to seek without favot 
'^^ ^^--''\ 7j jtheir^own^^ in so arranging things as^ 
^ ^'"^ \:to bring to light each human superiority y^ 
^ I wherever it exists. ^In such wise, aTter th e 

^ initial equality, jnequalitj'^ when it comes, 

^ -^^ ^wiii be justified ; fo r it will b e sanctLqned • 
A rb '\ eVtlier by tKelnysterious powers of nature 
' § ^ oiL ^e deserving m grit of volition. So un- / 
^'^^O^ derstood , democratic eq uality, far from 

^ >^ antagonizing a choice of eiQier customs or 

^ IsT ideas, wiU become the usefuHnstaiime nt 
^ X. of that sfm-Ituff^e l^fion, the native soil 

for culture. For it is bom of intellectual % 
energy; I as Tocqueville said, poesy and 
eloquence, the graces of the mind, the 
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flashes of the imagination, all these gifls of 
the soul, scattered from the heavens at 
hazard, are co-workers in the labour of de- 
mocracy and serve it even when they be- 
long to its enemies; for they tend to bring 
into relief the natural — not the inherited — 
gpreatness of which man's spirit is capable. 
' \.^nuk^n, the most powerful spur of all 
that urge to action, as well in thought as 
in other human activities, needs as_wdl 
equality^t^ the^startrngrppuit Ja^oixlerio 
ETSSuS^ltlb^finish that jnequalityjivhich 
givies the p.ajm. to .thcapter scholatjpr the 
giieater jnaii. And the democratic regime! 
can carry in its bosom both these two 
conditions of emulation only when it does 
, gpt degenerate into a levelling equality, 
but is content to look forward to it only as 

a glorious ideal,^ no^psel of p#>rfprtinnj A 

future equalit y <yf all men in their comment 
ascent to the highest culture possible. ' ^ 
^ RationaUy conceived, democracy always ! 
admits that indispensable aristocratic prin- j 
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ciple which shall concede superiority to the 
[better man Avhen recognized and isanc- 
Jtioned hy the conimon_consent. It conse^ 
crates, as much as aristocracy, the distinc- 
tion of Iquality; but it resolves in favou r 

I r 7f niirh fllnT^*'''^^ "'' irir truly super ior — 
tlin<^^ pf Ty^i"^ I ^hn^^tPT^ virtue. Itdoes^ 
I JQt imm obilize them int o a s epa rate cla ss 
which shall h ave t he execrable privilegeof 



caste, but rene\vs.^them continudly from^_ 
theUving fountain^of the people, making 
justice or affection the reason of their 
choice. In such wise recognizing, as a 
necessity for any progress, the selection 
and predonunance of the best equipped, it 
avoids that humiliation which in other hu- 
man contests falls to the lot of the van- 
quished. * * The great law of natural selec- 
tion will go on functioning in human 
society only so long as it works more and 
more on a basis of liberty,'' said FouiBee. 
The odious chara cter of traditional aristoc- 
racies arose in that they were oppressive 
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perman he deifies a Satanic disregard of 
the weak and the disinherited ; he legiti- 
mizes all privileges of self-will and force to 
governments of the gibbet and the lash, 
and with logical resolution comes to his 
keynote : * * Society does not exist for itself, / 
but for its elect.'* Truly it is not this mon- 
strous notion that we oppose as our stand- 
ard to that false equalitarianism which 
aims at the levelling of all to a common ) 

vulgarity. Happily, so long as there shall /^ 

b^e in our world the possibility of so dis- 
J^ posing two pieces of wood that they form ^ 
- ' *Oa Cross 3^vhich is to say, etemally r~ so 
long shall futiu^iSian persist in thinking 
tha t it is Love tha t j^tbe,basis of^alL^table 
V order; and that the only true hierarchy is \ 
>ll /that of those who have the highest capac- 

The new science — a fountain of inex- 
haustible moral inspirations — shows, in 
explaining life's laws, how the principle 
of democracy may be reconciled with an 
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tive perceptions of our subconscious self; 
and which, coming to sociology and his- 
tory, restores to the heroismof jthfijnaasgs, 
often doubted, the share which was ig-i 
nored in the glonEcaSon of the individual 
hero; and reveals the slow accumulation 
of individudresgargh \yhich through many 
centuries has prepared, in obscure work- 
. shops or laboratories of forgotten toilers, 
/VN\U.^^'^ ** V I ^^^ discoveries of genius./^ 
viJ^'*'***'^'^ But at the same time that it thus dem- ) 
\>>*«^ onstrates the immortal efficacy of collective 

•<^**^ force, and dignifies the participation of un- 

}^^^^^ — known collaborators in the universal work, 
- l' science shows th at it is a necessary condi- 
\ Vy' I ; tionto aii proc es s Ihal Ih^fe should be 
\^^ ! leadership arnid thjg immense m ass of per* ^ ^ 
\*^ ^^ sons anTof thi ngs, Kelations ot depend- 

ence and subordination are a condition of 
life, between the individual members of 
society and the elements of individual or- 
ganization. In fine, there is an inherent 
necessity for the universal laAV of inutatbn 



f er 
i lif 






Digitized by 



Google 



ARIEL 87 



e. 



that there be present models, alive and in- 
fluential, for the making perfect human 
society, to realize their superiority by th6 
progressive making general of it. 

To show how both these universal les- ^ 
sons of science can be transformed into 
action, working together in the organiza- - 
tipn and spirit of society,'' we need onlyS 
insist on our conception of a democracy | ^ 

that is just and noble, impelled only by the | j[^-' 
knowledge and sense of tiue superiorides, \ ' ' 
in which the $upi:CTfi<W j;;n f intflUsgnce [^ \, 
, arid virtu^ the only limits to the just v.>< .^ 
equalit y of men, rec eives its authority and ^ 
prestige from liberty and_shciis oyer_all j — ' 
multitudes the beneficent aura of lovej/ 
And at the same time that itxeconciles these ^ 
two' great lessons, of our observatioa_of-^ 
the order~or nature, such a society will^ 
realize the harmony of t\vo historic forcgs^ 
which give our civilization its essential" 
character, its regulative principles of life. ' rj\ 
From the Jgpjrjt of. Christian^, infact, ^ ^ 
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\is bom the sentiment of equality, albeit 
tainted now with something of the ascetic 
•disdain for culture and selection of the 
vspirit. And from thg-cl assic cmliz ations / 
Irises that senseJbr_.orde r, for a uthority^ 
jand the almost religious respect fpr genius, 
* r .' -"^ though tainted with something of arista-^ 
r, , ^X \v. ' cratic disdain for the weak and the lo\yly. 
^ ^ \y' yrhe future shall synthesize these two sug— 
Xi^y gestions in immortal formula ; then sha ll 

Wj Democracy have triumphed definitel y. JD(er> 
' mocracy — which, when tJireateriing an ig- 
1^* \ noble levelling, justifies the lofty protests 

; and the bitter melancholies of those who see 






' sacrificed in her triumph all intellectual dis- 

' tinction, every dream of art, each delicacy 

of life, — will, now even more than the old 

aristocracies, extend inviolable guaranties 

; for the cultivation of those flowers, of the 

i ^ * 

■ st)ul which fade and perish in the surround- 
. ings of the vulgjar, amid die pitiless tumult 
' of the multitude.- ' 
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^ ^ The utilitarian conception as the idea of 
Human destiny, and equaGty at the medi- 
ocre as the norm of social proportion, 
make up the formula, which in Eur 
they cal l the sp iri^jif AmericanismrAt is 
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of Gentiles. Tlie mighty confederation is \^' 
realizing over us a sort of moral conquest. 
Admiration for its greatness, its strength, 
is a sentiment that is" growing rapidly in 
^ the minds of our epverning classes, and - 
even more, perhaps^ among the multitude, 
easil y impressed with victory or success, 
from admiring ^it is easy to pass, to- 
X j^iitating ^^AdmliEi^ belief arc al- 

' ready for the psychologist but tKe passive 
mood of imitation. **The imitative tend- 
ency of our moral nature,'' says Bagehot, 
**1ias its seat in that part of the soul 
where lives belief/' Common sense and 
experience would suffice of themselves to 
. • show this natural relation. We imitate^ 
f hi m in w hose^periority and prestige^we(^ 
\ fcelieve. So it happens that the vision of ) 
Tvoluntarily delatinized America, without / 
compulsion or conquest, and regenerate ^. 
in the manner of its Northern archetype, / 
floats already through the dreams of tnany^ 
who are sincerely interested in our future. 
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satisfies them with suggestive parallels 
they find at every step, and appears in( 
constant movements for reform or innova- 
tion. We have our mania for the North. 
It is necessary to oi>pose to it those bounds | 
which both sentiment and reason indicate. \ 
I Not that I would make of those limits 
an absolute negation. I well understand 
that enlightenment, inspiration, great les- 
sons lie in the example of the strong ; nor do 
I fail to realize that intelligent attention to 
the claims of the material and the study of 
the useful, directed abroad, is of espe- 
cially useful result in the case ofpeoptelff 
the formative stage, whose nationality -is 
still in the mould* I understand how one 
must try by persevering education lb rec- 
tify such traits oiF a society as need to be 
made to fit ii> with new demands of civi- 
lization and new opportunities in life, thus^ 
by wise innovation counteracting the forces 
of heredity or custom , ^ut I see no good 
in denaturalizing the character of a people 
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' they will s acrifice the originality of their _ 
geniu s, that, once lost, can never b e re- 
placed/^n or in the ingenuous fancy tha t 

■rf=^ - -'- may eyf^r he. nhtaip^ artiQ^ ^ 



"this result 




imitation . That J 



thoughtless R^^^ ^npt <^0 tran^pl^^nt w^J^t y^ 

nat ural and spontaneous in one sodety into 

i the soil of another w^ frfi it ^^^ "^ w^v^^c- -^ 

\historically or naturally^ seemed to Miche- 

like the attempt to incorpp ra^ft ^y m^r^- 

Ui n frrrn rr n dm d orcnniim in n li ving 

//- !ln societies, as in artOTjitgratureJblind 
t</ / ^ iTTTitPP^^^^ive^ut a n i nf erior c opy^efthe 

Se 



m tne vam attempt there is^ 



Jso something ignoble; a kind of political 
snobbery, carefully to copy the ways and 
acts of the great ; as, in Thackeray's satire,^ 
those without rank or fortune ineffectually 
imitate only the foibles of the mighty. 
Care_ for one's own independence, per-. 




J 



J - ' 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



ARIEL 



93 



1 - 



sonalilf , judgment, is a chief form of self-^. 
respecl A much-commented passage of 
Cicero teaches h^w it is our duty sedu-: 

Igag ly to pre serve our nngrmal rhnrgrl^r ; i^ 

that which differentiates and determines, \ 
so far as may wisely be, the primal natiiral \ 
impulses, as they derive from a various dis- \ 
tribution of natural gifts and so make up '' 
the concert and the order of the world. 
And even more would this seem to be true 
as applied to human coUectivides. But per-^ 
haps you will say that there is no seal, no 
peculiar and definite thing to mark the 
quality for whose permanent and int^- 
rity we should do battieinthe aci 
ization of our people J Perhapsthere lacks 
tnarom chara cter th e defi^ 
, nite contour of a personality ^ >^ut even so>i 
lericans have an i nheritance ^ 
^ oTRace, a great eth nic trad ition,tp, main- 
/ tain, a sacred bond which unites, usjto im- 
/ mortal pages of history and puts us on our ^ 
/^honour to preserve this for the future. That 
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• arouna wnicn circles me race oi greaiesj 

I genius man has known. So America needs 

at this time to maintain its original duality. 

^vhlch has conver^ ^^ fro^ niaccir^ nrtyth fr,^J 

actual histo ry the story of thft two eagles, j 

loosed at the samS moment from either 






Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ARIEL 95 

f 

I pole, to arrive at the same moment at each 
pne*s lufii t of .donimion. This difference 

"in genius does not exclude honourable 
emulation, nor discourage in very many 
relations agreement or even solidarity. ^ 
And if one can dimly foresee even a higher/^'^ 
concord in the future, that will be due not /V^ 
" to a one-sided imitation of one raoc by the ^-^ 
' other, but to a reciprocity of influences and 
a skilful harmonizing of those attributes ;^< 
which make the peculiar glory^f^ther v^;^ 
race. 

Still, the; dispassionate study of that 

/ civilization which, some would offer to us 
/ as a model, affords a reason no less potent 
than those which are based only on the in- 
dignity and unworthiness of mere imita- 
tion to temper the enthusiasm of those who\ ^ 
propose it as our model. . . . ^nd nniy tJ\ 
come to the very theme of m y r^i^^^nrgft^ \ 
and there 1fcitj|,Hi (o i( (if ll|i;i,'i|uii( NfiiniM'^ J 
tioi]L Any severe judgment formed upon y 
our neighbours of the N?)rth should begin. 




> • 



1^.. Digitized by Google 











96 




ARIEL 



like the courteous fencer, by lowering a 
rapier in salute to them. Easy is this for 
me. Failure to recognize their faults does^ 
i^ot seem to me so insensate as to deny 
their qualities. Born — to employ Bgaoir -^ 
delaire's paradox — with the innate ex- 
perience of libert}', th gy have ke pt them- 
selves faithful to the law of their birth; 



* I 



and have developed, with the precision and 
certainty of a mathemati<'sil progression, 
the fundamental principles of their organi* 
zation Ihl^givesj^ iheir hisito ra unitic 
which, even if it has excluded the acquire- 
ment of different aptitudes or merits, has 
least the intell^x:tual beauty of being logi- 
cal. The traces ofits progress will never ^ 
expunged from the annals of human right, 
because they have been the first to eyo^c^ 
pur ^modern ideal of liberty and toconvert 
it from the uncertainty of experiment and 
the visions of Utopia into imperishable 
bronze and livine reality. For they have ^ 
shown by their example the possibility of 
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^extending the immovable authority of a re- ^ 
public over an immense national common- 
wealth, and, with their federal organiza- 
tion, have revealed — as de Tocqueville 
felicitously put it — the manner in which 
the brilliancy and power of great states 
may be combined with the felicity and ^ - -^ 

peace of litde ones. .• . 

Theirs are many of the most daring ^ 
deeds for which the perspective of time ''i\, 

shaU disdnguish this century ; theirs is the ^ * i 

glory of having revealed completriy ^| ie - - • /*' 

greatness and dignity of labo ur > thereby 
accentuating the firmest note of moral 4^ 

beauty in all our civilization ; that bles t V \i 

for ce which andquity a1;>andq nfd tfT ^^^ '); * f 

atbiection of slaverv^ and wh? ^^ t^^T ^"^ J' : >' 

id entify with the hig^hest expression ofJ iu* f; •; 

man dignity^, based on the consciousness i^ ; I 

and the exertion of its own merit. Sltrongf,- ^ k * :^ 

tenacious of purpose, holding^jnaction as U/) v • , 

opprobrious, they have placed in the ^r 

hands of the mechanic of their shops and [ * .' 
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the farmer of their fields the mystic key of 
Hercules, and have given to human gen- 
ius a new and unwonted beauty, girding 
it with the leathern apron of the hand- 
Avorker. Each one of these presses, on.to 
* conquer life as his Puritan ancestors did 
the wilderness. Persistent followers of that ^ 
creed of individualjenergy which makes 
of every man the artificer of his destiny, 
they have modelled their commonwealth 
on a kind of imaginary population oLCm^^ 
soes, who, as soon as theyjiav'e roug hly 
attended to their training jn th e a rt of 
taking care of thenjiselves, wi ll turn to t he 
making of themselves into^a stable State, 
d, never sacrificing to this their concep- 
tion of the sovereigfn Individual,1hey yet 
iFiave known how aTthVsame tiifne to make 
of their association the most admirable in- 
strument of their grandeur and empire; 
they have gfot from the sum of their ener- 
gies, as devoted to research, industry^ 
philanthropy, results that are the more 
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marvellous in that they were secured with 
the most absolute integrity of their per- 
sonal liberty. 

They have a sleepless and insatiable 
stinct of curiosity, an impatient eagernessj 
for the light; and, carr}ang a fondn 
fo r public education jim ost to the point 
of monomania, havejnade the common 
schpol the surest prop of their prosperity, 
believing that the mind of the child should 
be the most cherished of their precious ^ 
things. Their c ulture, while far from ^ 
being s pirituaTorrefi ng^ an admjrabje I 
tticiency so far as it is direct^^to^rac^cal j 
endstffldTHeir immediate realization. And, M 
Avhite th e y ha ve not added to the acquis i- n 
tiqi\f^nF science ^ smglg^general law, one 





Digitized by 



Google 




/ 






« ^... A^-jaj. 



100 ARIEL 




magic lamp. Tlie growth of their great- 
ness and power will astonish future gen- 
erations. By their marvellous gift for im- 
provisation they have found a spur to time, 
so that in a few years they conjure, as it 
were from a desert, the fruitage hitherto 
the work of centuries. 

And that Puritan liberty which gave 
them light in the past unites^ with that 
light a piety which still endures. Beside 
the factory and the school it has erected 
churches whence ascend the prayers of 
millions of free consciencesv^They have / 
been able to save from the shipwreck of 
all the idealities that which is the high- 
est of all, and .kept alive the tradition 
of a religious sentiment which, if jt does 
not uplift on wings of the highest ideal- 
ism, spirituality, at least maintains oyer 
the utilitarian stampede some reinof the 
moral^sense. Also, they have known how '' 
to maintain a certain primitive robustness 
even amidst the refinements of a highly 
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* In the beginning was Action. With these 
famous words of Faust the future historian 
of the great Republic may begin; the 
Genesis, not yet concluded, of their na- 
tional existence. Their genius may be de-_ 
fined as the universe of the Dynamists: 
force in movement. Above all, it has the 
capacity, the enthusiasm, the fortunate 
vocation, for doing things ; volit ion is th e 
chisel \\Jiich ha^^shapen this people from 
hard rock. Their characteristic points are 
manifestations of the will-power, origi - 
nality, and audacity. Their history is 

bove all a very paroxysm of virile activ- 
ity. Their tvpical figure should be entid ed, 
not Superman, but He who wan ts> And if J / 



anything saves them collectively from vul- 
gfanty, it is that extraordinary verve^V^ 
energy which they always show and which I 
lends a certain epic character to even the 
struggles of self-interest and the material 
life. So Bourget could say, of the specu- 
lators of Minneapolis and Chicago that 
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they are of the mould of gladiators, that 
their fighting power of attack or of defence 
is as of Napoleon^s soldiers of the Guard, 
Yet that supreme energy with which the 
North American seems to cast, as if by 
hypnotizing, a spell and suggestion over 
the Fates, is found only in just those things 
which are presented to us asexceptional^ 
divergent, in their civilization. No one will 
say that Edgar Poe was not an anomalous 
individual, rebellious to the influences 
around him : his^hosen spirit represented 
a particle ii^sgimilable by ^he. ^national 
I soul;^ whiclv^inl^truggled to express it- 
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If now by a sincere recognitio 
is great and brilliant in the geni 
mighty country I have acquired 
to complete the picture by met 
handed justice, one question, ful 
est, still presents itself: Does th 
r ealize, or at least tend to realize 
of such ratio n al conduct as satis! 
heart's desir e, the intellectual a 
di gnity of our civil ization? Is it 
^ we shall find the most approxim 
\ of our perfect State? That fever 
^ which seems tcf centuple in its I 
movement, the intensity of life - 



end that is worth while and a ra 



ficient for its justification? 

?lh^ Herbert Spencer, when witl 

/ sincerity he framed his parting i 

^^ the democracy of America at a 1 

J banquet, marked as the chief 1 

'^ North American life jhat jsame 

I ing unrest which shows itself b 

\ infinite passion for work and in 
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^in all forms of material expansion. Later 
he said that so exclusive a preoccupation 
with those activities which make for im- 
mediate utilitv revealed a notion of life, 
tolerable, indeed in a you;ig country as a 
provisional stage of civilization, but which 
already needed rectifying as it tended tA^ 
m ake ^^ useful*^ l abor the end and o bject j 
o^ ll living: whereas in no case can jt 
mean more than the accumulation of those 
things which are only the necessary ele-. 
mcnts to a full and harmonious devdop- y 
ment of our being. And he added that it . 

behooved them now to teach their people \ ^^ 

the gospel of it^ or rearea^^ and wc^l jt^ ^^ 
icfentifying diese words with the otium of \ \^ 
the ancients, will include in this gospel ^ \ /"^ 
be taught those resdess toilers any ideal \ (i< 
C9ncem, cmy[ disinterested employment of \ 
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that vicious circle which Pascal remarked 
in the ceaseless seeking for well-being 

hen it has no object outside of oneself. 

imjrosperit y is as immen se as its incapa- 
bility ofsati^5[ing even a mediocrejj^iew 
o£_human destiny. Titanic in its enor- 
mous concentration of human will-power, 
in its unprecedented triumph in all spheres 
of material aggrandizement, its civiliza- 
tion yet produces as a whole a singular 
impression o f insufficiency, of emptiness. 
And if man's spirit demands, with all the 
reason that thirty centuries of growth un- 
der classic and under Christian influence* 
have conferred upon it, what are in Jthis 
new world the dirigent principles, — the 
ideal substratum, the ulterior end of all this 
concernment with the positive interests that 
so informs that mighty multitude^ — he 
will only be met, as a definite formula, by 
that same exclusive interest in material tri* 
umphs. Orphaned of the profound tradi- 
tion that attended his birth, the NOTth_ 
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American has not y^» rpplar»P/^ tliA incplr^ 
in pf idealit y r>f Hi^ pa<:f witfi any high nn, , 
selfish conception of the future, ^e liv es 
for the immediate reality of the present 

'^^ ™**' 1 ^^-. ^^^ ^ II Willi ' ■III I " 1 1 i "y i r 

and for this subordinates all his activi ties 
in th^egofsTir^E^^al-Tfcfliein^^ 
both JndivMj gran dTOllecdve. Of ali his 
aggregation of the elements of wealth and 
power, one might say, what Bourget said 
of the intelligence of his character the 
Marquis Norbert, **a mountain of wood < 
to which they have not yet known how to \ 
set fire.'* The vital spark is lacking to*' 
throw up that flame of the ideal, resdess, 
life-giving, from that mountain of dead 
wood. Not even the selfishness of patriot-^ 
ism, for want of higher impulses, nor the \ 
pride of race, both of which transfigured 
and exalted in ancient days even the pro- 
saic hardness of the life of Rome, can 
light a glimmer of ideality or beauty in a i 
people where a cosr^fiopplite confusion and I %% 
the at#usm x>f a badTjnmderstoed^emoc?^ y^ 
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a clear fountain from the British rock l L/j 
when it is a Moses of high art who touches ' ^ . ! 

it. The English people possess in their in- ^ i 

stitution of aristocracy (however unequal 
and out of date it may appear in the po- 
litical aspect) a lofty and solid bulwark to * ' { 
oppose to the shopkeeping spirit and the [- 
encroachment of a prosaic world ; so solid 
and lofty that Taine could say that since . I ' 
Greciao times history has presented no ez- i \ ^ 
ample of a society more fit to breed noble [ H 
men and a noble spirit. But in the ambient | J ; r 
of America's .democracy there are no I i!;^ 
heights so lofty as to escape the climbing \ ' . | 
of the flood of ^'ulgarity , and it spreads and ) T | ^ 
extends itself freely as over a level plain. -^ t j > 

Sensibility, intelligence, manners — • 
each is marked in that enormous people 
by a radical unapmess for selection; and 
this, with the mechanical ordering of thdr 
material activities, makes a chaos of all 
that pertains to the realm of the ideal. It 
were easy to follow this unaptness from 
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its most obvious manifestations to the more 
intimate and essential ones. Prodigal of 
riches — for meanness is not his fault -— 
the North American has learned only to 
acquire by them the satisfaction of his 
vanity^^and material^ juxury, bu t not th fi 
chosen note of goodjaste. In .such asur - 
roundiii^true art can on ly exist as the re«^ 
bellipn of an indivicJual. JLmers on, Poe, 
are as estrays of-a faxma expelled fron 



their true habitat by some geological catas- j 
trophe. In * 'Outre Mer" Bourget speaks 
of the solemn tone in which the North 
American utters the word Art, when he, a 
self-made man, has achieved riches which 
he now desires to crown with all the human 
refinements ; but he never has felt the di- 
vine frenzy of poem or picture; he would 
buy but to add to his c611ection a new toy, 
to satisfy at once his vanity and his acquisi- 
tive instinct. That in it which is disin- 
terested, chosen, rare, he ignores, despite 
the munificence with which he scatters his 
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individual fortune to found schools of art^ 
form popular taste, build splendid mu* 
seumSy patronize huge expositions, and 
deck his cities with m onuments anS^his 
streets with br onze and ma rble^ And if 
one had to characterize his taste, in a word, 
it would be that which in itself involves the\ 

/ negation of great art ; sd-ained brutalitv^of 
effect, insensibility to soft ton« or^ ex- 
quisite style, the cult of bigness, and that 
sensationalism which excludes_all_n(^le 
serenity as incompatible with the hurry rf 

^s hectic ^lifc^ 

The ideal of beauty does n6t appcSl to 
the^descendants of die austere^Puritan, nor 
even a passionate worship of the truth ; ]^ 
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And, when he wrote his master work, there 
still radiated from Boston, the Puritan 



the weeds remain. 

Long since their books have ceased to 
soar on wings beyond the common vision. 
To-day the most actual example of what 
Americans like best in literature must be 
sought in the gray pages of magazines or 
periodicals which seldom remind one that 
that mode of publication was employed in^ 
the immortal *' Federalist.'' 

In the domain of moral sentiment, the 
mechanical impulse for the utilitarian has, 
indeed, encountered a certain balance- 
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wheel in a strong religious tradition ; but 
one may not conclude that even this has 
' ;^ given to the direction of conduct a real, 

disinterested principle. ... American re- 
ligiosity, deri\'ed from theJEngUsIvaii3rex- 
CD \ ^- ag gerated^ Is^^ 

v" '^ 2) th(( jwm[ ^ ^ny^ nd would disappearjDirtlie 

^^'^Y-l 2^1° f^^^^ri ^^'^^'^2!^^'l^^^M^ '^ to 
^ ^< • - I give_-to- utilitarian moralityTKat .religious 
\ • — sanction"' which Mill desl'recr tpE k. THe 
' very culmmation oi that morality is only 
^t: that of Franklin ; a philosophy of conducl 
^ \y ' which has for its goal a commonplace sa- 
^'^,-. [g^city, a prudent usefulness, in whose 
! bosom will never rise the emotions of holi- 
Iness or heroism; and which, fit only to 
give to one's conscience in the common 
affairs of life a certain moral support — 
like the apple-tree cane with which Frank- 
lin ever walked — is but a fragile staff 
with which to surmount great heights. 
. And yet his was its supreme height : it is 
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actuality. Even if the moral critique were 
not to descend beloAv the probity and mod- 

•eration of Franklin's standard, its neces- 
sary termination, as de Tocqueville wisely. 

"said of a society educated narrowly with 
similar notions of duty, would surely not be 
in that superb and noble decadence which 
gives us to measure a Satanic beauty of 
tragedy in the downfall of empires, but 
rather a kind of pallid materialism, drab 
.-^ulture, and finally the sleep of an enerva- 

^tion without brilliancy in the silent decay 
of all the mainsprings of the moral life. In 
that society whose precept tends to put 
outside of what is obligatory the higher 
manifestations of abnegations and of vir- 
tue, practical considerations will always 
make the limits of obligation recede indefi- 
nitely. And the school of material pros- 
perity, always a rude teacher of repub- 
lican austerity, has carried even further 
that simplicity of the conception of a ra- 
tional conduct which now obsesses the 
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mind. To Franklin's code have succeeded 
others franker still in their expression of 
the national wisdom. A book by one Swett 
Marden was recently ^ published in Bos- 
ton, "Pushing to the Front," which an- 
nounced, apparently with much popular 
approval, as a new moial law^ that sue- 
7) cess is the fina l end of life ; this book was 
^ praised even in church circles, and com- 
pared to the ' * Imitation ' * of a Kempis ! . . . 
And public life does not escape the con- 
sequences of the growth of this germ of 
disorganization in society generally. Any 
casual observer of their polit i caLcusto ms 
w^ill tell you how^ the obsession of ma terial 
i nterest tends st e adil y to enervaJte_an d 
e radicate the sentiment of l aw or right ; the 
civ[c virtU£^ot a namiltbn Is as an pM 
and rusty sword, every day the more. for-,- 
?otten, lost inthe,,XQbwebsof tradition; 
venality, beginning at the polls, spreads 
through the working of all their institu- 

^S 1 894. The book seems to have had less effect than Rodo feared. 
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tions; the government by a mediocrity 
renders vain that emulation which exalts 
the character and the intelligence, and im- 
poses itself even on the imagination as an 
unavoidable future, ^democracy-not sub 
ject to a superior -instruction, not, trained • 
in libera^ schools to the understandjng of 
true human excellence, tends ahj^^* to 
That abointn a bl e ri^nifaltty'or^ majority 
which despises^tlfe ^ c atcr moral benefits 
of liberty and annulsjiL4?ublic"'0pinibn all 
respecTfbrlKe dignity of the individuals 
And to-day-a new and^ formidable power 
arises to accentuate this absolutism of 
numbers : t he political j nfluen ce of a plu- ' 
tocracy represented onl y by the agents of 
the trusts, monopolies of production, and 
lords of the economic liFeTone 6i the moist 
noteworthy and significantleSurSlJFThe 
Uhited States of fo-cTayT ^ TKeiradvent has 
caused almost everybody to recall to mind 
the coming of that proud and over-rich 
class which at the end of the Roman Re- 
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I / public preceded the tyranny of the Caesars 
/ 1 and the ruin of liberty. x\nd the exclusive 
preoccupation with ma terial aggrandiz e- 
) nieH%. the deity of such a chTTization^Tias 
its logical result on the State as on the in- 
di\'idual, putting the strnggle-for-Hfe prin- 
ciple also at the head of national policy,^ 
* and making its representative the supreme 

* personification of the national energy — 

• the postulant of Emerson, die ruling per^ 
soilage of Taine. 

To the impulse which drives the spirit- 
ual life toward that deorientation of the 
ideal to the selfishly useful corresponds 
physically that other principle which in 
the astounding increase of that people im- 
pels both the multitude and the initiative 
eA'er in the direction of that boundless 
^^''est which in the times of their first in- 
dependence was all mystery, veiled behind 
the forests of the Mississippi. In fact that 
imprpvisedWest — which grows so for- 
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already claims hegemony in the near fu- 
ture — is wh ere the most faithful represen-. 
tation of American fife is to'Be "founds 
this ninmpnt of its pvnlntinn. It is thprft 
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of Virginia and the warriors of New Eng- 
land, the spirit of the people and law- 
makers of the Emancipation — will remain 
only in the older States, where a Boston 
or a Philadelphia still maintain ^*the pal- 
ladium of the Washingtonian tradition/' 
Chicago will arise to reign. And its 
overweening superiority over the original 
States of the Adantic shore is based on its 
belief that they are reactionary, too Euro- 
pean, too subject to tradition. History 
confers no claims on any, where popular 
election confers the purple. 

As fast as the utilitarian genius of that 
nation takes on a more defined character, 
franker, narrower yet, with the intoxica- 
tion of material prosperity, so increases the 
imparience of its sons to j preadLit-abroad 
jp y pro paganda, and thj nk it pre destined 
for jail humanity. To-day they openly 
aspire to the primacy of the \TOrld's civi- 
lizaribn, the direction of its ideas, and think 
themselves the forerunners of all culture 
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that. is to prevail. The colloquial phrasep>?^ — v|' 
ironically quoted by Laboulaye, ** America (^;i/ J 
can bea t the \\o rl(iJ^is..taken seriously by 
"almost any virile Westerner. At the bot- 
tom of their open rivalry with Europe lies 
a contempt for it that is almost naive, arid 
the profound conviction that within a 
brief period they are destined to eclipse its ' 
glory and do away with it$..^pmtual supe^ — 
riority; thus^once mo^:e fulfilling, in the 
progress of civilization, the hard law of 
the ancient mysteries, whereby the initi 
ated shall put to death the initiator. It were 
useless to seekto convince ^ t"^m f\\^t;A\^ 



thou gh their service ^^ tn ;n>T^''^i^n^ nT)d rnn, ^ 
■: j t erial advance haAC been doubtless g j-reat^ 

If / even rising to the mea s^rf^^ pf a univrrTa l 
\ I human obligation, they do n ^t of tVi^m 
*! 'u^Cl selves suffice to alter the axi^ of the ea 
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terranean, though rising to glorious genius 
when bound with the olive and the palm of 
Athens, a \\ ork still being carried on and 
in whose traditions and teachings we 
South Americans live, makes a sum which 
cannot be equalled by any equation of 
Washington plus Edison, Would they 
"^even revise the Book of Genesis, to put 
themselves upon the front page? 

But, aside from the insufficiency of the 
part that is given them to play in the edu- 
cation of humanity, their own character 
itself precludes all possibility of their he- 
Nature has not granted them 
! genius for propaganda, the vocation of 
apostle. They lack t hat great gif t of 

^i.-£i)£22£^li.lBrX-4^^^'^^ ' i)L--sytnpathy 

^ 1 ^^2!l}J^^^^^*^^^^^^ races endowed by Provi- 

. 1 dence for the task of education know how 

\ \ to make of their culture a beauty, as did 

\ I Greece, ioveable, eternal, and yet always 

\_____lwith somethlng~of their own. 
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North American civilization may abound 
— it does abound — in fertile suggestions 
profitable examples ; it may inspire admi- 
ration, astonishment, respect; but it is rare 
for the foreigner to feel his heart come to 
. his mouth with strong emotion when first.) 
lie sees that Bardioldi statue holding high'^ 
its torch of Liberty over New York Har- 4 
bour; that thrill profound with which the 
ancient traveller saw the rosy light of the 
- nmij)le and the sheen of Athena's spear J 
over the rat4y^tte\vn onllie'l^rcrOpblis.. 

But please remember that when I, in 
the name of their souPs rights, deny to 
: th dr utilitarianism the right to impose it- 
1 self as typical of the future on the world ^ \ 
: as mould or model, I do not in the least as- v j 
; sert that its labours are wasted even in re- ^ < 
I lation to those thmgs which we may call .. 
/ soul-interestsf . . a With out the^arm whichtW^ 
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materialities, the rule of the spiritualities 
in human societies becomes impossible. 
Renan's aristocratic idealism recognized, 
even from the point of view of the moral 
interest of the race and its future spiritual 
development, the import of the utilitarian 
labour of this century; ^^ To get away 
fror| ^ ueeA is ^^ redeem onese lf/' In the 
remote past even the prosaic and selfish 
activities of the merchant resulted in put- ^ 
ting for the first time a people in relation 
\vith others, and thus had a far-reaching ^.- 
effect on men's ideas ; since this had muclt ^ 
to do with multiplying the means of intel- 
ligence, refining and softening manners, 
perhaps even showing the way to a more Y 

advanced morality ; and the same positive 
force appears later, favouring the higher \ 
ideals of civilization. It ^vas the gold ac- Vfi 
cumulated by the merchants of the Italian ;V 
republ^^ . j / r 

the uprksof the Renaissance. The ships 'I 
that came back from the countries of the. J 
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Thousand and One Nights, laden with 
ivory and spices, made it possible for 
Lorenzo di Medici to renew in Florentine 
merchants' houses the feast of Plato. ^11 ^ 
history sho^vs a definite relation of growth 
between the progress of utilita rian activity 
and the ideal. ^ And just as the former can ^ 
be turned into a shelter and pro tection I 
f or the latter, so the ideas of the mmd often ^ 

directly. 



gi ve rise to utilitari alTTg 
when these latter are not soug!' 
For instance, Bagehot remarks that the im- 
mense positive benefits of navigation might 
never have been attained for humanity if in 
earliest dmes there had not been dreamers, 
apparently idle — and c©cta«^y~^is^nder- 
stood b^jtheir-eoii temporaries — who were 
intepe5;ted solelvTTTth^X!ontemnlation of the 
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, J the ^end_scrve.th e cause of Ariel. That 
! s L ^vhich this people ot Cyclops have achieved 

for the direct purpose of material advan- 
tage, with all their sense for what is useful 
and their admirable faculty of mechani- 
cal invention, will be converted by other 
peoples, or later, even by themselves, to a 
wealth of material for the higher selection. 
Thus that most precious and fundamental 
invention of the alphabet, which gives the 
wings of immortality to the spoken word, 
originated in Phoenician shops, the discov- 
ery of merchants who only desired to 
keep their accounts. Using it for purposes 
merely mercenary, they never dreamed 
that the genius of a superior race would 
transfigure and transform it to a means of 
perpetuating the light and the learning of 
their own being. The relation between 
material good and good that is intellec- 
tual or moral is thus only a new aspect of 
that modern doctrine which we call the 



s)\ transformation of energy; material well- 
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iniy may be transformed into s] 
_uj2enority. 

But North American life does 
yet offer us any ne w examp le of this 
-ctrtftbferfgTaHon'j'Tior even^^IfiiTy^ 
it as the triumph of the generat 
come. 

Our wish and our belief, indeed, 
us to hope that a superior destiny may be 
reserved for that civilization in a time not 
too remote for prophecy; the more that, 
under the spur of their energy, even the 
brief time that separates them from their 
da\^'n has sufficed to satisfy the expendi- 
ture of the vitality required for such im- , 
mense achievement. Their past, their pres- ) 
ent, must be but the entry-way to a great ( 
future. Yet all shows that this is still far \ 
away from its definitive. The assimilative 
energy which has so far enabled them to 
maintain a certain uniformity as well as 
some touqh of genius, despite the enor- 
mous inrush of ethnic elements opposed to 
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those which have so far made the basis of 
their character, will have to do battle every- 
day more strenuous, and in their utilitari- 
anism, which proscribes all ideality, will 
find no inspiration sufficiently sti^ong to 
maintain their solidarity with the older 
ideal. The illustrious thinker, who com- 
pared the slave of olden times to an atom 
outside the attraction of the social orbit, 
might well use the same comparison to 
characterize that numerous colony of Ger- 
man origin now peopling the Middle and 
Northern West, which preserves intact in 
their nature, their society, and their cus- 
toms, the impression of that German spirit 
which in many of its profoundest and 
strongest characteristics must be consid- 
ered as the actual antithesis of the Ameri- 
can. . . . And also,ji ciyilization which is 
• destined to survive and spread throughout 
; the world ^which has not mummifieT'it- 
; self in the manner of the Chinese by losing 
all capability of change; cannot indefi- 
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nitcly prolong the direction of its energies \ V ^ [ 

to one order of things alone. Let us hope, i / \[ - [ 

then/thut the spirit of^hat Titanlclorgan-' V- | 

ism^ which has so far been utility andf h)\ l 



will-ix)wer onl)'' "maH^sgniejiay also be in\J^ ) J 

telligence, sentiment, ideality ; tliat from / y 
that mighty forge""may arise, in last re- ' ' 
suit, tlie noble human figure, harmonious, 
select, that Spencer foreshadou'ed in the -5 ; 
discourse I have adverted to. But we may \ 
not look for him in the present reality of | 
that people, nor in their immediate future ; \ 
and we must give up hoping to find the \ 
perfect type of an exemplary civilization 
in what is now but a^rough sketch, huge 
and misshapen, having to pass through 
many correcting hands before it assumes 
the serene, the perfect shape of a people 
that have fully developed their genius and 
contemplate their Mork^Jinis coronaty glo- 
riously crowned. So, in his "Dream of 
the Condor, ** Leconte de Lisle depicts 
the ascension on strong wings and at last 
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the Olympian tranquillity far above the 
., snowpeaks of the Cordilleras! 
:^^J3efore posterity, before history, every 
great people ought to appear as a growth 
whose harmonious development has pro- 
duced a fruit whose fine essence offers to 
. the future the fragrance of its ideal ity a nd ^ 

a fecund seed. W^diout_this dumbje, 
; human result, raised above the transitory 
end ofthejnimediately useful, the po\ver[ 
and grandeur of empires are but as4i;eams \ 
' of a night in the existence of man, to beJ 
J unheeded, uncounted in the doings of fhe 

day which weave the world's destiny j A * 
j'' great civilization, a great people, in the eye 
\ of history, is that A\hich after its time has 
\ passed still leaves the chords of its memory 
i vibrating, its spirit a lasting legacy to pos- 
\ terity , a new and di\'ine portion of the sum 
VC things. So Carlyle said of the souls of 
his heroes. So when Helena, in Goethe's 
poem, called from the realms of night, re- 
turns again to the shades, she leaves to 
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Faust her tunic and her veil ; the vestments 

are nf;t licriolf, Lut as she has worn them, 

t!;e} brcLthe of her divineness and possess 

ever a spell to tlc\ ate the soul of hira who 

keeps thein aLove all vulgar things.| 

01 An organized society which limits it^ 

iaea of civilization to the accumuTadon of 

'. material abundance, and of justice to their^ 

; equitable distribution among its members, 

. will ne\ er make of its great cities anything 

that differs essentially frorh the heaping-up 

j of anthills. Populous, opulent cities do not 

suffice to make a civilization immutable, 

intensive; they are, indeed, necessary for 

the hisrhest culture, are its natural atmos- 
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human memory the hollow of man's hand 
as compared with the few furlongs that 
lie between the Acropolis and the Piraeus. 
In die perspective of the ideal no city ap- 
pears great, though it occupy all the space 
around the towers of Nimrod, nor strong 
because it can build again those Baby- 
lonian walls which carried six chariots 
abreast; noV beautiful because it was paved 
with flagstones of alabaster and girt with 
the gardens of Semiramis. I . . No. In thi s 
f i|£}y^|}^ci^y onlvisgreat who se^spji itls^ 
X ^ i barrieig_extenHI^r^^ 
^^ ! or the seas, whosej^ervjoame^^EI^ 

^/ j man t hought, a horizon_of histqri\ It is* 
strong and lo\'ely when its days are some- 
thing more than the invariable repetition 
of the same echo, repeated in never-ending 
circle; when in it there is something which 
floats above the faces of the crowd; when 
amid its night lights there are the lamps 
which light the solitude of vigils devoted 



/-' V 



^^ 



1. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ARIEL 



133 



only to thought ; thoughts whence germi- 
nate ideas which are to come to the sun- 
light of the coming clay with a cry to 
humanity, a force that shall compel men's 
soulsy 

2|^Then only may th_e exten^^ material 
gieatness of the city measure thejntenslty 
of its civilization. Royal capitals, avenues 
of proud palaces, are a narrower home 
than the desert for man's thinking when 
it is not thought that overlords them. In^ 
Tennyson's **Maud" there is a symbol^ 
of this torturing of the soul when man's 
society leaves it still in solitude ; where the 
hero in his madness dreams himself to 
be dead and buried but a few feet under- 
ground, beneath a London pavement; and 
his consciousness remains, despite his 
death, attached to the poor remains of his 
body ; the confused clamour of the street 
makes a dull rumbling that shakes his nar- 
row tomb and impedes his every dream of 
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tude weighs heavily above his grave, the 
heavy tread of horses seems to trample on 
it with disdain; the days succeed days 
with inexorable tedium. And Maud would 
wish her grave still farther, farther down, 
deeper yet within the earth; the dim noises 
of its surface serve but to keep alive the 
consciousness that she is dead./ 

Alread y there exist, injwj ^tin Amer - 
^Hj pjtTp^N w'linsfi material grandeur_ and 
apparent ci\iliza tioiijjlace them in the first 
rank; but one may fear lest a touch of 
thought upon their exterior, so sumptu- 
ous, may make the shining vessel ring 
hollow within ; lest our cities too — though 
they had their Moreno, their Rivadavia, 
their Sarmiento, cities which gave initia- 
tive to an immortal revolution that, like a 
stone cast on water, spread the glory of 
their heroes and the words of their trib- 
unes in ever-widening circles over a vast 
continent — may end like Tyre or Sidon, 
or as Carthage ended. | 
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^ It is your ge neration that must prevent 
this;, the youtlT which is ol to-day, blood 
and muscle and nerve of the future. I 
speak to you, seeing in you those who are 
destined to guide the others in coming 
batdes for a spiritual cause. The perse- 
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unseen workman within. In his social or- 
ganization also will the thinker well know 
how to broaden the stage for his drama 
without the intervention of any power alien 
to his own. But that con viction, wh ich 
should preserj;^Jrojm3,_discQuragfirneut - 

selves of the mean and medjqc;:^, should 
*aIso nKeep u s from the impatience which 

aemands fr cmildnie anj altera don of its^ 

majestic rhythm, j. 

n\ Every one \vho de\'otes himself to prop- 
; agate and preserve in contemporary Amer - 
' ica a disi nterested,,ideal o f the soiil — • art^ 

science, ethics, religious belief, a politic al 

policy of laeals — shouldeducate his Belief 

m the perseyjp ir'S P^^iPnr nt^*^^ I'^^x-fe. fi^* 
ture^_ The past belonged entirely to the 
sword arm; the present seems well-nigh 
given over to the horny hand that clears 
I away and builda; the futurp — a future that 
j I seems all the nearer as the thinking and 

; j willing of those who look forward to it 

i »* 
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grow more earnest — shajl pfrer_jthe.sta- \^^ ^ 
bility, the scenario, the right atmosphere,/ j A 
to make possible the higher evolution of / 
man's soull 

\\ <6an you not picture to yourselves the 
America we others dream of? Hospitable / 
to things of the spirit, and not only to the; 
immigrant throngs; thoughtful, without! 
sacrificing its energy of action ; se rene an d j 
stron g and witha lfull ofgenerousenthu- ^ 
. ^sm; resplendent w^ith the charm of \ 
morning calm like the smile of a waking '. 
infant, yet with' the light of awakening < 
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thought. Think on her at least ;\the hon-\ \ 
our of your future history depends on your \ \ 
keeping constantly before your eyes the \ \ 
vision of that America, radiant above the \ 
realities of the present like the rose Avindow y 
above the dark nave of a cathedral. ^.*^; 
You may npt^be its^fou nders ; but you will at 
all evente be jts for erunners . In the glories 
of the future there ht also palms for such. . 
To prepare the advent of a new human ^ 
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gr^raler in tlie continual renewal and ad- 

% 'mcc, fit schrjcA to purify the forces of an 

heroic generation, than in the serene and 

Olympic attitude in which a golden age 

nii^'ht invest the acolvtes of its glory. *' Itis, 

rot the p^j^ €^^Jba-o ? - c: o od t hings i but their "^|^ ^^ 



- i 
att^ainment^v/JikJL Sj'ives to man delight "* i 



^ ereni 



and glon MJlllb.pg'^'^rj ' ' said Taine, speak--- 
ing of the happy times of the Renaissance! 
^erhaps it were an audacious and in- 
genuous hope to believe in so rapid and 
fortunate an evolution, so efficacious an - 
employment of your powers, as to expect 
that the span of your own generation will ' 
suffice to bring in America the conditions 
of intellectual life ; from our now primitive 
surroundings a true social interest; from 
our present dead level a summit which 
shall really be supreme. But where there [ 

i pay not be entire transfQ^mation there l 

mnj_)v> prngrfl??^ ? and even though you ] 

know that the first fruits of the soil you 
labour may not be yours, they will if you 
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are generous and brave be a new stimulus 
. to action. The best w ork is that which is 
7 realized without impatience for immediate 
^ success, t he most gl QlJQli^ ^F<^rt that which 
^ places the goal bey ond the visible horizon ^ 
and the purest abnegatio n that which re- 
nounces for the present, not indeed the 
laurel of men's applause, but the bliss of 
seeing one's labour consummate and its 
goal attained. / 
>\/>/ Antiquity had altars **for the unknown 
Oods." Consecrate a i^art of you r soul to 
the unknown Tut^ societlesaevelop^ 

thdugiit for the future becomes more and 
more a factor in their ggpwth and an 
inspiration to their labom^Jtrom the 
blind improvidence of the savage, who 
pnly sees in it that time which shall bring 
him to the setting of the day's sun and 
conceives not how his lot in other days 
may be determined by his present action, 
up to our anxious preoccupation with the 
future and provision for our posterity, 
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- ^lie future is^ in the life of human so- 
cieties, the pfielinspiring thought.. Fi'om 
' pious veneration of the past and the cult 
of tradition, on the one hand, and, on the 
other, a daring impulse toward the future, 
comes the noble force which, uplifting the 
common thought above the present limi- 
tations, imparts to its collective agitations 
and sentiments a sense for some ideal. 
Men and peoples work und^y ^}\e inspira - 
tion of ideas, as t he beasts by instinct; and 
that society w hich labours an d strug gles, 
/ ^ y even unconsciously, to impose an idea 
upo n actuali ties, acts as does the bird 
who, building its nest at the prompting of 
some inner imagination, obeys at once an 
unconscious memory of the past and a 
\ mysterious presentiment of the future. / 
j^^*fV^ preoccupation for the ulterior destiny 
of our life, by eliminating any suggestion 
. of self-interest, purifies and tranquillizes 
Cr?)\ v)t and also ennobles; and it is a proud 
^^ 1 honour of this century that the impelling 
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force of this thought for the future, this 
sense of wliat is due the dignity of a ra- 
tional being, should have shown itself so 
clearly. Even in the depths of the most 
utter pessimism, in the bosom of that bit- 
ter metaphysic which brought from the 
East the love^of dissolution and nonentity, 
even Hartmann7\he apostle for the return 
to the Unconscious,' has preached, and 
with some appearance of logic, the austere 
duty of going, on with, theouork. of. im- 
provement, labouriiig fQr jhfi,^3K>d of the 
future, so that human effort, ^'^ding evo- 
lution, may brijiigjalx)ut a .more^apid, im- 
pulse to the final endjj^;3yhJLch is the J 
mination of all ^onow^ and likewise of 

Ufe-X 

St not, as did Hartmann, in the name 

of death, but in that of life and hope do I asle.-^. ]^ 

of xou a portion of your soul for the labou r ^^ 

& JL the future ;^ nd it is to ask tRTs^of-yoU' 

ttiat I have sought inspiration in the gentle 

and lovely image of my Ariel . The bounti- 
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ful Spirit whom Shakespeare hit upon to 
clothe with so high a symbolism, perhaps 
with that divine unconsciousness of all it 
meant which is common to great geniuses, 
shows clearly, even in this statuette, its 
ideal significance, aduairabhra^y pre 
e sculntor\s lines.VApel ^s reason, and 
Icihe his/her truth, f Ariel is that sublime sen- 

"^ ^ III H mi ■■ii.II. > . ' <■!■■■ II j . ■■ I..M I. ,.. I. , 

timent of the perfectibili ty of man through 
lose virtue human clay is magnified and 
I the realnj of things for each 
gsb^^his lig]jtj-T evenj^at mis-' 
erable clay Cf Uhich Ahriman spoke to 
lanired.. . • Ariel is, to nature, that 
crowning oTits work w^hich ends the as- 
cending proce5S-o£x)j;gaiMcJife.rathihe call 
ef thi gpuitJ Ariel t riumphant signifies 
I ideality and order in life, noble inspn*ation 
in thought, unselfishness in conduct, high, 
taste in art, heroism of action, delicacy and 
■ efinement i n mannetg^ajKljisages. i je is 
t he eponymous hero m t he epopee of man, 
the immortal protagonist^ since iirst his 
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bright wings spotted by trailing in '*the 
eternal dunghill of Job, " Ariel ev er rises 
again, immortally renews his beauty and 
his youth. x\riel runs nimbly as at the call 
of Prospero to all who really care for him 
andseek to find him. His Kindlypower goes 
even out at times to thoscAvho \\oi^ild deny 
lilm.TIe gui des the b lind forces of evil and 

mmm^^ %mA^wiii ~-W gwiiMumjjuuiiw< »irni i vr i r — T i m m r 

i gnorance often to and unwittingly, in 
works of good. JH^rosses human history 
with a song, as in the ** Tempest, *l to in- 
spire those who labour and those who fight 
until he brings about the fulfilment of that 
dlvihe plan to them unknown — and he is 
permitted, as in Shakespeare's play, to 
snap his bonds in twain and soar forever 
i nto his circle j)f diviner li ght,^ / 
-5ifnd more than for these words of mine 
\ would ha\e you ever remember tenderly 
this little figure of Ariel. J would that th e 
i mage, ligh t and graceful, ot this bronze, 
mipress itself upon your inmost spirit. . . . 
Once I saw, m a museum, an old com ; 
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u om and effaced I could still read its de- 
vice, in the thin gold, the one wor d Esbe-^ 

fluenc^nat 
\ had on the 
r^hose hands 
any fainting 
ny generous 
V many des- 
evented. So 
e, graven in 
» this invis- ^ 
dark hours ^ 
ndle in your^l 
ideal, return 
ishing hope, 
lind the has- 
tily thence to 
other souls. 
\ back upon 
gh your own 
faith in your ^ 
►^en more in 
fer your life, 
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transmit your work. I dream in rapture of 
tliat day when realities shall convince the 
world that the Cordillera ^^'hich soars above 
the continent of the Americas has been 
carved to be the pedestal of this statue, 
the altar of the cult of Ariel./ 



^ 



30 sp9ke Prospero. The youths de- 
pi^rte^. after a filial' grasping of the Mas- 
« te^:^s h^nd. Of his sweet words there lin- 
gered an echo in each one's mind as when 
9j linger is drawn across a musical glass. 
It was the last hour of eve. A ray of the 
dying sun fell through the shadowed hall, 
and touc^iing the front of bronze seemed 
almost to animate the face of the figure with 
the unquiet spark of life ; and the ray pro- 
•'lonjpii itself as if the genius imprisoned in 
ythe bronze were sending his last look to- 
ward the young men going away. . . . 
Fo £^a long time th ey walked in silence. 
Guarded by their common absorption each 
i^Qul could ieel that fine distilling of medi- 



Digitized by 



Google 



^-i! 






149 



jiet dew 
''hen the . 
5 roused /^ 
sne, soft 
aim that 
the land 
e things 
ight the 
ft breeze 
lelicious 
igofthe 
larkness 
lit rather 
isiveofa 
he g^eat 
>mpany: 
; Sirius, 
5 turned 
)se arms 
to guard 

rolonged • 
\ — they 
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called him ^*Enjolras'' because of his 
ardent thought — spoke, pointing out first 
the idle mo\ement of thejiurnanjierd and 
then the radiant beauty of the skies : / 
Xt^**See . . • while the crowd goes by, it 
never looks up to the heavens: yet they 
look down upon the multitude . . . some- 
thing descends upon the indifferent mass 
• • • the vibration of tlie stars reminds me 
of the weaving arms of a sower, sowing 
seed. • . /' 



THE END 
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